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New for 2012!
CMP Postal 3P Air Rifle Championship

Jamie Gray sets two 
Olympic records in
winning the gold 
medal in women’s 
50-meter 3P rifle at 

London Games

Gray Strikes 
Gold!
Gray Strikes 
Gold!

A national 3P Air Rifle 3 x 10 championship for ALL junior 

programs (JROTC, 4H, Boy Scouts, junior clubs). 

All eligible3PAR athletes may compete in this 3x10 event.  

The top shooters in these

matches will qualify for

the CMP Regional 

Championships to be 

held in late April 2013. 

See Page 3 for more...

http://www.thecmp.org/3P/PostalChampionships.htm
https://www.facebook.com/TheCMP.org
https://plus.google.com/100236930711643491272?prsrc=3#100236930711643491272/posts?prsrc=3
https://twitter.com/ODCMP
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CMP Offers $1,000 Scholarships to Qualified High 
School Students Participating in Marksmanship

CAMP PERRY, OHIO - The Civilian Marksmanship 
Program is taking applications for its $1,000 annual 
college scholarship program, available to all graduat-
ing high school seniors who participate in rifle or pistol 
marksmanship competitions. 

Last year the 
CMP awarded 
59 scholarships 
to non-JROTC 
students. It was 
the first year 
of the CMP’s 
expanded schol-
arship outreach 
program.
In years passed, 
CMP scholarship 
awards were 
available only 
to those in or 
accepted into an 
ROTC program 
or to graduating 
JROTC cadets 
who had quali-
fied to compete 

at the JROTC Service Championships. The CMP Schol-
arship Program no longer requires a relationship 
with an ROTC program. There are no changes in the 
program which affect graduating JROTC Service Cham-
pionship qualifiers. 

The scholarship program provides a non-renewable 
one-year scholarship for graduating seniors only – and 
is available to all graduating seniors who participate in 
rifle or pistol marksmanship competitions. One half of 
the total allocation is set aside specifically for graduating 
JROTC seniors who qualified to compete 
at the CMP JROTC Service Champion-
ships. 

“We are truly excited that the CMP 
Board of Directors has extended our 
scholarship opportunities to the many 
qualified graduating seniors who partici-
pate in marksmanship competitions out-
side of JROTC programs,” said Christie 
Sewell, CMP North General Manager. 

“The CMP has extended this scholar-
ship offer to the many deserving college-
bound high school senior rifle or pistol 

competitors who have helped our programs thrive. Of 
course, our support of the JROTC Cadet Commands 
remains unwavering,” Sewell said. 

The CMP offers up to 150 $1,000 scholarships to 
qualified graduating seniors active in marksmanship 
programs. In the 2012-13 school year, CMP awarded 
138 scholarships, totaling $138,000. CMP has awarded 
approximately $1 million in scholarships since 2005.

Members of high school shooting programs, 4-H 
shooting programs, American Legion, Boy Scouts, CMP-
affiliated club competitors and others are invited to apply 
for college scholarship assistance in addition to JROTC. 

Eligibility requirements for CMP scholarships: 
• Be a U.S. Citizen. 
• Be of good moral character. 
• Have achieved a minimum 3.0 cumulative grade
  point average. 
• Be a graduating high school senior 
• Demonstrate acceptance to a university, college or
   trade school leading to a diploma or trade
   certification. 
• Qualified for CMP JROTC Service Championships 
  OR 
• Demonstrate rifle or pistol marksmanship 
  competition experience. 

To obtain specific scholarship program regulations 
and application forms for all other scholarship appli-
cants, log onto http://www.thecmp.org/Competitions/
Scholarships.htm. 

Application forms are available in PDF format and 
may be printed for completion and submission. 

http://www.thecmp.org/Competitions/Scholarships.htm


  The 2012 - 2013 JROTC Postal is open for registration. There have been a lot of changes 
made to the registration process. It is recommended you watch the registration video at http://
vimeo.com/51700865 while you register your team. For Official Programs and additional 
information, please visit http://www.thecmp.org/3P/JROTC.htm. The deadline to register is 21 
November 2012.

 Sighting Shots  ON THE MARK 
www.TheCMP.org/Comm/OTM.htm

ON THE MARK Staff:

Gary Anderson  DCM Emeritus
Christine Elder Communications Manager 
Steve Cooper CMP Marketing Manager 
Kali Rose Communications Coordinator

ON THE MARK is published quarterly by the Ci-
vilian Marksmanship Program.  It is dedicated to 
disseminating news and information about junior 
shooting activities to leaders and coaches of junior 
shooting clubs, teams and camps.  Its primary pur-
pose is to help youth shooting leaders teach fire-
arms safety and marksmanship more effectively.    

Subscriptions: One free ON THE MARK sub-
scription is provided to each junior club that is af-
filiated with the CMP, JROTC unit with a marks-
manship program and 4-H Shooting Sports Club.  
Individual subscriptions to ON THE MARK are 
available at $8.00 per year.  To subscribe to ON 
THE MARK, contact: 419-635-2141, ext. 1129 or 
email krose@TheCMP.org.

Back Issues of OTM:  To view back issues of ON 
THE MARK, log onto www.odcmp.com/Comm/
OTM.htm. Address Changes: To submit address 
changes or corrections, contact: 419-635-2141, 
ext. 1129 or email krose@TheCMP.org. 

Editorial Submissions:  To submit articles, edito-
rial material or photographs for possible inclusion 
in ON THE MARK, contact: Steve Cooper, ON 
THE MARK Editor, P. O. Box 576, Port Clinton, 
OH 43452; fax 419-635-2573 or email scooper@
TheCMP.org.

Junior Program Resources: To request informa-
tion about CMP junior shooting programs, contact: 
CMP Programs, P. O. Box 576, Port Clinton, OH 
43452; 419-635-2141 ext. 1101 or email pro-
grams@odcmp.com.

ON THE MARK Wants Your Input:  We want your 
correspondence and opinions.  ON THE MARK 
will dedicate space to publish letters from readers.  
Though we may not be able to publish them all, 
we will make every effort to provide comments that 
will be beneficial to the broadest audience.  If we 
do something you like or dislike, let us know.  If 
there is a story you feel we should cover, notify us.  
Send your comments or questions to:  Letters to 
the Editor, CMP Headquarters, P.O. Box 576, Port 
Clinton, OH 43452 or email your letters or com-
ments to  scooper@TheCMP.org.
 
*    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    
The Civilian Marksmanship Program is a non-
profit organization chartered by the U. S. Con-
gress to promote marksmanship training and 
firearm safety, with a primary emphasis on youth.  
The CMP is authorized to receive and sell surplus 
government rifles and ammunition that are suit-
able for marksmanship.  Proceeds from these 
sales are dedicated to CMP programs.  CMP en-
abling legislation requires that its highest priority 
must be given to “activities that benefit firearms 
safety, training and competition for youth.”  ON 
THE MARK is a vital part of CMP efforts to fulfill 
its mission to serve and develop junior shooting in 
the United States.

Information about the CMP may be viewed on the 
CMP web site, www.thecmp.org or on the CMP on-
line newsletter, The First Shot, at 
www.odcmp.org.
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 The Civilian Marksmanship Program (CMP) 
has official Facebook, Google+ and Twitter 
accounts.  We encourage you to Like our 
pages and receive the latest updates in CMP 
Programs and Sales updates, along with 
shooting sport news. 

 Gary Anderson Invitational, 
1 December 2012 - You 
are invited to participate in 
the 2012 Gary Anderson 
Invitational, to be hosted at 
both the CMP Competition 
Center South in Anniston, 
Alabama, and at the CMP 
Competition Center North 
at Camp Perry, Ohio.  To register or view the 
Official Match Program, please visit http://
www.thecmp.org/3p/GAI.htm.

 CMP BASS PRO 600, January 5-6, 2013 
- Mark your calendars to attend the first 
CMP BASS PRO 600 in Leeds, Alabama on 
January 5-6, 2013.  This 
year’s event will include 
a three-position air rifle 
competition and an 
international air rifle (all 
standing) competition.  
More information coming soon – check the 
CMP website!

 CMP’s State Directors provide leadership, 
resource, coordination, networking, motivation 
and publicity for junior shooting in their state.  
For more info on our State Director program 
and to see current State Director Bios, visit 
http://www.thecmp.org/Training/SD.htm. Now 
taking applications for CMP State Directors in 
the following states: California, Maine, North 
Dakota and New Hampshire.

On the Cover: Jamie (Beyerle) Gray shattered two Olympic records in 
women’s three-position 50-meter rifle at the Olympic Games in London. 
In this photo Gray proudly displays her gold medal and is flanked by 
silver medalist Ivana Maksimovic of Serbia, left, and bronze medalist 
Adela Sykorova of the Czech Republic, on the medal stand.
                                               Photo by CMP Photographer Sommer Wood

 New for 2012, the CMP is now sponsoring 
a nation-wide three position air rifle 
postal competition for all junior programs 
(JROTC, 4H, Boy Scouts, junior clubs). 
All eligible 3PAR athletes may compete 
in this 3x10 match.  The top shooters in 
these matches will qualify for the CMP 
Regional Championships, to be held in 
late April 2013. Coaches should register 
teams together, as targets with the 
names of shooters are mailed to the team 
contact. The cost of this postal is $5.00 
per competitor, and can be submitted with 
the targets. For more information and to 
register, visit http://www.TheCMP.org/3P/
PostalChampionships.htm The deadline to 
register is 7 January 2013.

 6th Annual Camp Perry Open - The Civilian 
Marksmanship Program (CMP) invites 
you to participate 
in the sixth annual 
Camp Perry Open. 
This year’s match will 
include a three-position 
air rifle competition, an 
international air rifle 
(all standing) event, 
a pistol course of fire, 
and an optional clinic held at the CMP 
Marksmanship Center – North at Camp 
Perry, Ohio.  Visit http://www.thecmp.
org/3P/CPO.htm for additional information 
and registration information!

mailto:mailto:programs%40odcmp.com?subject=
mailto:mailto:programs%40odcmp.com?subject=
mailto:mailto:programs%40odcmp.com?subject=
mailto:mailto:programs%40odcmp.com?subject=
mailto:mailto:programs%40odcmp.com?subject=
http://www.thecmp.org/3P/PostalChampionships.htm
https://www.facebook.com/TheCMP.org
https://plus.google.com/100236930711643491272?prsrc=3#100236930711643491272/posts?prsrc=3
https://twitter.com/ODCMP
http://www.thecmp.org/3p/GAI.htm
http://www.thecmp.org/3P/PostalChampionships.htm
http://www.thecmp.org/3P/CPO.htm
mailto:scooper@thecmp.org


Editor’s Note:  This article on “The 2012 XXXth 
Olympic Games” is a first-hand account by Gary 
Anderson of one of the world’s most spectacular as-
sembly of world-class athletes, including the best of 
the shooting sports.

The sport of shooting celebrated its greatest days of 
glory ever during the 2012 XXXth Olympic Games.  In-
ternational Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) President 
Olegario Vázquez Raña proclaimed London 2012 as “the 
best Games ever.”  He lauded London’s “great facilities, 
great results and an exceptional response from the pub-
lic.”  He said, “This is a story of success!”      

I was in London throughout the Olympics where I 
served as an ISSF Technical Delegate for shooting and 
I wholeheartedly concur with our international federation 
president’s conclusions about the London Games.

As the ISSF Technical Delegate, I was responsible 
for working with the London Olympic Organizing Com-
mittee (LOCOG) from its earliest stages of planning and 
range design until the end of the ten days of competition 
in London.  This is a report on Olympic highlights that left 
me with my most vivid impressions. 

 
London Was Prepared.  London’s size, traffic, costs 
and general complexity made it an extremely difficult city 
in which to be prepared for something as huge as the 
Olympic Games.  One prominent U.S. politician visited 
London just before the Games and declared that he saw 
“disconcerting” signs that London might not be prepared.  
He could not have been more wrong.  The London 
Olympics manifested careful, extremely detailed planning 

and superb 
execution.  
In spite of 
London traffic, 
the Olympic 
transporta-
tion system 
worked.  
Housing for 
10,500 ath-
letes, 15,000 
media and all 
of the other 
members of 
the Olympic 
Family was 
first class.  

The stadiums were all full of enthusiastic spectators.  
London volunteers were great.  There was a reason why 
IOC President Jacque Rogge’s recognition of the volun-
teers during the Closing Ceremony received the loudest 
and longest ovation.  And the London organizing commit-

tee spared no effort in giving every one of the 26 Olympic 
sports, including shooting, the best possible competition 
organization.  

Fantastic Opening and Closing Ceremonies.  
Everyone who watched the Olympic ceremonies at home 
probably had a better view than we had in the Olympic 
stadium, but seeing these ceremonies on television is no 
substitute for being there and actually feeling the specta-
tors’ awe and the athletes’ high-spirited joy.  Every Olym-
pic ceremony is great in its own unique way and London 
was no exception.

There was no way London could outdo Beijing 2008 
in sheer power and grandeur; can anyone ever forget 
the fireworks display after their ceremony?  But London 
found new ways to tell the world what is exceptional 
about being British.  Only the British could add humor to 
a solemn ceremony like this.  They succeeded in making 
billions of spectators believe, for just a split second, that 
they were dropping the Queen into the Olympic stadium 
from a helicopter hovering overhead.  The ceremonies 
were fantastic; what else can I say!

The Royal Artillery Barracks Shooting Venue.  Ev-
ery Olympic sport has a “venue” where its competitions 
take place.  The shooting venue in London was a tempo-
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The 2012 XXXth Olympic Games
By Gary Anderson, Director of Civilian Marksmanship Emeritus

Every Olympic Games Opening Ceremony 
featured an extraordinary presentation of 
the five-ring Olympic symbol. In London, the 
rings came together as fiery circles hovering 
over an otherworldly pre-creation chaos.

Dazzling color, British music and iconic symbols of London like 
Big Ben, the Eye and the Gherkin were key features in an un-
forgettable ceremony that closed the London Games.



The U. S. Olympic Shooting Team.  Just about 
everyone in the U. S. wants to know how U.S. 
shooters did.  The answer is they did great.  The 
U.S. was second in the official medal count that 
ranks national teams by gold medals, then by silver 
and bronze medals.  A surprisingly strong Korean 
team was first with three gold and two silver med-
als while the U.S. had three gold medals and one 
bronze medal.  China followed with two gold med-
als and seven total medals.  This was the highest 
number of gold medals U.S. shooters have won 
since 1984, but that was an Olympics boycotted by 
the Soviet bloc.  Of special note is the fact that Rus-
sia, which has been a power in the Olympics since 
1952, finished with only one bronze medal.  Germa-
ny, which has been another world power in shoot-
ing, inexplicably finished with no shooting medals at 
all.  Those were two of the big upsets of the Games.

The Fox and Crow.  Shooting was one Olympic sport 
that was challenged by wildlife.  Shooting’s “Olympic fox” 
even made international news.  During the Pre-Olympic 
test competition in April, a fox figured out how to get into 
the finals range.  His nightly mischief included playing with 
the ISSF TV equipment cables that resulted in several 
thousand dollars in damage.  Just before the Games’ first 
day of competition, a crow managed to take up residence 
in the 10m/50m rifle-pistol range.  The crow figured out 
how to take control cards out of overhead results projec-
tors and emergency repairs were required to get them 
back up for the competition.  These challenges were ul-
timately solved by chasing the crow out of the range and 
relocating the fox, but not before the Olympic shooting 
family enjoyed some humorous moments connected with 
the fox and the crow.

Shooting is a World Sport.  One of the things the Inter-
national Olympic Committee uses to evaluate Olympic 
sports is what it calls “universality.” This refers to how 
many countries have active programs in a sport.  Shoot-
ing did exceptionally well in this regard in London. Coun-
tries entered 108 qualified athletes in the 390 entry places 
allocated to shooting.  Only three other sports, athletics, 
swimming and judo, had more.  A second measure of a 
sport’s universality is how many countries win medals.  
Twenty-three different countries won shooting medals in 
London. Only athletics and wrestling had higher totals.  
London 2012 validated shooting’s claim to be a true world 
sport with strong programs capable of producing Olympic-
level athletes in over 100 countries in all five continents.
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The 2012 XXXth Olympic Games

rary complex of ranges on the grounds of East London’s 
Royal Artillery Barracks at a cost of 36 million British 
pounds ($56.7 million).  Shooting ended up with what 
most of us agree was the “most memorable” venue our 
sport has ever had.  The striking white range buildings 
with large spots of color from the Games’ color palette 
were flamboyant, but actually quite attractive.

The venue had four different sub-venues or ranges 
for shotgun, 25m pistol, 10m/50m rifle and pistol and a 
rifle-pistol finals hall.  All were well designed and func-
tioned exceptionally well.  The sad part is that the range 
was temporary and is already being torn down.  London 
certainly gave shooting a great facility, but there is no 
legacy, nothing will remain to grow shooting.

The exterior design of the Olympic shooting ranges was remarkable.  
The range building on the left was the Rifle-Pistol Finals Hall.  The 
range on the right was the 25m Pistol Range.

The USA Olympic Shooting Team finished in second place
in the Olympic Games’ official medal table for shooting.



Palmyra (Pennsylvania) 
Sportsmen’s Club.  Her first 
national junior competition 
medals were won in the 
Daisy-U.S. Jaycee Interna-
tional BB Gun Champion-
ship and the first National 
Three-Position Air Rifle 
Championship in 2000.  
She became an All-Amer-
ican collegiate shooter at 
the University of Alaska 
and moved from there to 
the Resident Athlete Pro-
gram at the U.S. Olympic 
Training Center.

She won a silver medal 
in the 2002 World Junior 
Championship in Finland.  
She qualified for the 2008 
U.S. Olympic team in both 
air rifle and 50m 3-posi-
tions and made the finals in both, finishing fourth in one 
and fifth in the other.  Twelve World Cup medals followed 
and she arrived in London as a legitimate U.S. medal 
prospect.  In her first event there, 10m air rifle, she made 
the final and finished fifth.  That was her third near miss 
in Olympic competition, but seven days later in the 50m 
event she was 
ready to take 
the next step up.  
Her 592 3x20 
score put her in 
first place with a 
two-point margin 
going into the 
final.  Even with 
the pressure of 
protecting a lead, 
she shot the best 
final of the day, a 
99.9.  She ended 
with two new 
Olympic records 
and a huge 4.4 
point margin 
over the silver 
medalist.  Jamie 
was one Olym-
pic favorite who 

Kim Rhode’s Extraordinary Victory.  U.S. skeet 
shooter Kim Rhode competed in her first Olympics in 
1996 when she made history by winning the Double 
Trap Women gold medal and becoming the youngest 
woman ever to win an Olympic shooting medal.  After 
winning medals in the next three Olympics in 2000, 2004 
and 2008, she was poised to make history by becoming 
the first U.S. female athlete to win medals in five con-
secutive Games.  She was under a tremendous amount 
of pressure so no one expected her to simply demolish 
her competition.  

By the end of the 75-target qualification, she was 
already four targets ahead of a final round field that 
included the world record holder and the 2008 gold and 
bronze medal winners.  In a high pressure, high stakes 
final she shot a perfect 25x25 while the other finalists 
struggled in difficult conditions.  Rhode ended with a 99 
to tie the world record and easily eclipse the Olympic 
record.  Wei Ning of China was second, eight targets 
behind.  That’s like Usain Bolt winning a 100m dash by 
20 yards.  Kim Rhode’s gold medal made her just the 
second shooter in Olympic history to win three individual 
gold medals.

Jamie Gray’s Rifle Triumph.  Jamie Beyerle Gray’s vic-
tory in the 50m 3-Position Rifle Women event was signif-
icant not only because it was another USA Shooting gold 
medal, but because she is a great example of an athlete 
whose path to Olympic greatness is a classic model for 
juniors.  She learned to shoot as a junior member of the 
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The 2012 XXXth Olympic Games

Kim Rhode with her record 
setting fifth Olympic medal in 
five consecutive Games.  She 
became the second athlete in 
shooting to win three individual 
gold medals.

Jamie Gray’s (center) gold medal victory in the women’s 
50-meter 3-position rifle event demonstrated how junior shoot-
ing programs like the International BB Gun Match and the Ju-
nior Olympic Three-Position Air Rifle Championship contribute 
to the development of future Olympic shooters.  Gray was a 
participant and former medal winner in both championships.

Korean pistol shooter Jin Jong Oh be-
came the first shooter in 100 years to win 
two gold medals in one Olympic Games.



international competitions in the ensuing four 
years.  Nevertheless, in the months before this 
year’s Games, he rediscovered the Vince Han-
cock who was the world’s best skeet shooter 
in 2008.  He had a one-target lead after the 
qualification with a 123 and shot the only 25 in 
the final to become one of three defending gold 
medalists from Beijing who repeated.  

Matt Emmons won the fourth U.S. medal in 
the 50m 3-Position Men event.  Matt is remem-
bered throughout the shooting world for his 
inexplicable misfortunes on his last final round 
shots in both the 2004 and 2008 Olympics that 
dropped him from almost certain gold medals 
to no medals.  This time, he reached his last 
shot in second place and all eyes in the finals 
hall were riveted on his target monitor as ev-
eryone anxiously awaited his last shot.  There 
was an audible gasp as that shot registered 
7.6.  Everyone’s first reaction was that it hap-
pened again, but this time he dropped just one 

place to take the bronze medal.  

Gold Medal Juniors.  
Of special interest to 
On the Mark readers is 
the fact that two of the 
15 gold medal winners 
in London were juniors.  
Jangmi Kim, Korea, 
who won the 25m Pis-
tol Women event, and 
Jessica Rossi, Italy, who 
won the Trap Women 
event both turn 20 this 
year and were juniors 
when they won their 
medals.  Jangmi Kim 
made her international 
competition debut in 
the 2010 Youth Olym-
pic Games in Singa-
pore where she won 
the women’s air pistol 
gold medal.  During the 
Pre-Olympic World Cup 
in April, she set a new Final World Record with a stun-
ning 592 + 204.9.  She returned for the Olympics and 
followed this with a 591 + 201.4 to win.  Jessica Rossi 
won her first World Cup gold medal at the age of 16 and 
a World Championship at the age of 17.  In London she 

conquered Olympic expectations and pressure to win a 
great victory.

First Double Gold Medal Winner in 100 Years.  
A 33 year-old Korean pistol shooter earned a special 
place in Olympic shooting history by becoming the first 
shooter to win two individual gold medals in one Olympic 
Games since USA pistol shooter Alfred Lane accom-
plished this feat in the 1912 Olympic Games that also 
were in London.  Jin Jong Oh had already been the most 
successful pistol shooter in the 2008 Beijing Olympics 
where he won one gold medal and one silver.  In London 
he won the 10m Air Pistol Men gold medal on the first day 
with a decisive victory.  His second 2012 win in the 50m 
Pistol Men event eight days later came much harder.  His 
562 qualification score advanced him to the final far back 
in fifth place, seven points behind first.  His chances for a 
second gold medal in London did not look good.  But he 
shot a super final, 100.0, that slowly moved him up the 
leader board.  A 10.2 on his last shot catapulted him into 
first and his historic second gold medal in one Games.  
That also made him the third shooter in Olympic history 
to win three individual gold medals.

Gold for Hancock, Bronze for Emmons.  The other two 
USA shooting medals were the Skeet Men gold medal 
won by Vincent Hancock and the 50m 3-Position Men 
bronze medal won by Matt Emmons.  Hancock, a mem-
ber of the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, won the Olym-
pic skeet gold medal in 2008.  His performances tailed off 
after that and he came to London without having won any 
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The “Olympic fox” whose nightly forays into the Finals Hall caused sub-
stantial damage is shown in this unique photograph running across the 
range during an early morning 50m rifle training session.  The fox made it 
out of the range safely.

The 2012 XXXth Olympic Games

The flags of 108 nations, the most 
ever for shooting in the Olympics, 
flew over London’s Royal Artillery 
Barracks shooting venue.
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The 2012 XXXth Olympic Games

About the Author
Gary Anderson, Director of 
Civilian Marksmanship Emeritus, 
retired as the full-time CMP 
Director at the close of 2009. 
He continues to work with CMP 
as the senior marksmanship 
instructor.  He won two Olympic 
gold medals, seven World 
Championships and 16 National 
Championships during his 
competition career.  He is a Vice President of the 
International Shooting Sports Federation, the President 
of USA Shooting, a former Nebraska State Senator and 
was one of the two Olympic Games Technical Delegates 
for Shooting during the 2012 Olympic Games in London.  
In June, 2012, the International Olympic Committee 
awarded Gary Anderson the IOC’s highest honor, the 
Olympic Order “for outstanding services to the Olympic 
Movement.”

set a new World Record of 75x75 in the qualification and 
Final World Record of 99x100.  Jangmi Kim and Jessica 
Rossi provided fresh evidence during the Olympics that 
junior shooters can win at the highest levels of competi-
tion. 
 
Shooting Really Is a Spectator Sport.  One of the 
greatest things about Olympic shooting in Great Britain 
was the spectators.  The finals ranges each had seating 
for 2,000 spectators while the rifle and pistol qualifica-
tion ranges each had seating for 1,000.  All of the tickets 

available for 
shooting were 
sold out months 
before the 
Games.  Dur-
ing the Games, 
every seat was 
filled and there 
were often lines 
of spectators 
outside of the 
ranges waiting 
to get in.  Per-
haps even more 
importantly, the 
shooting specta-
tors were unbe-
lievably enthu-
siastic.  Loud 
cheers were 

almost continuous throughout every final with especially 
spirited cheering when the last final round shots hit their 
targets.   If someone tries to tell you that shooting is not 
a spectator sport, please tell them they don’t know what 
they are talking about.  

From the First Gold Medal to the 
Greatest 
Games Ever!  
The 2012 
Olympic shoot-
ing began on 
28 July with the 
awarding of the 
Games’ very 
first gold medal 
by IOC President 
Jacque Rogge 
and ended after 
10 days of truly 
great competi-
tions that will 
long be remem-
bered as the 
greatest Olym-
pics yet in the 
history of shoot-
ing.  Now the 
planning will begin for how to make Rio de Janeiro 2016 
even better.  

The smiles and laughter that Matt Emmons (r) shares with 50m 
3-position rifle gold medalist Nicco Campriani (c) of Italy and sil-
ver medalist Jonghyun Kim of Korea told everyone that he was 
happy and relieved to win an Olympic three-position rifle medal.

Jangmi Kim, Korea, with her coach im-
mediately after she won the 25m Pistol 
Women event.  She was one of two 
juniors who won Olympic gold medals in 
shooting.

Yi Siling, China, displays the very first 
gold medal awarded in any sport during 
the 2012 Olympics. She won the 10m Air 
Rifle Women’s event.
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The CMP welcomes clubs and associations to affilli-
ate with us to help develop firearm safety and marks-
manship skills. See our clubs page on the Web for 
more information about the benefits of club affiliation 
at http://www.thecmp.org/Clubs.htm.

Pebble Creek Gun Club, Goodyear, AZ
Independent State of Dade Gun Club, Rising Fawn, GA
Tiverton Rod and Gun Club, Tiverton, RI
Mason County Sportsmen Association Inc, Shelton, WA
BF Whites Battery, Mt. Pleasant, TN
Colonial Shooting Academy, Richmond, VA
Greenport Tactical Association, Canton, OH
Brassmasters Inc, Buckhannon, WVA
Coast Rifle & Pistol Club, D’lberville, MO
McPherson County 4-H, McPherson, KS
Cedarville Marksmanship Club, Cedarville, OH
San Carlos Apache Veterans Assn, San Carlos, AZ
Gaston Young Guns Shooting Sports Inc, Dallas, NC
Wilson HS JROTC, West Lawn, PA
BSA Troop 46 St Luke’s UMC, Houston, TX
BSA Troop 396, Kennedale, TX
United States Shooting Academy, Tulsa, OK
Marlboro Fish & Game Association Inc, Marlboro, MA
Mariposa County 4-H Shooting Sports, Mariposa, CA
Humboldt County 4-H Air Rifle, Eureka, CA
DeKalb County 4-H Shooting Sports, Sycamore, IL
Early County HS JROTC, Blakely, GA
Athland Shooting Club, Athens, TX
Norcross HS Army JROTC, Norcross, GA
Calcasieu Area Council BSA, Lake Charles, LA
The Liberal Gun Club, Columbia, SC
Liberty Township Sportsmen Assn Inc, Blanchard, PA
Kamehameha Rifle Team, Keaau, HI
3T Shooting Club, Rio Grande, PR
BSA Troop 443, Covina, CA
North Worchester Fox & Coon Club Inc, Holden, MA
Christian Liberty Academy Air Rifle Team, Keaau, HI
Amherst Sportsman Club, Amherst, OH
Auburn Ski Club Associates, Soda Springs, CA
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, N. Fulton, NY
North Macomb Sportsmen’s Club, Washington, MI
BSA Boston Minuteman Council, Epping, NH
New England Camp Cedarbrook, Alfred, ME
Venture Crew 556, Pembroke, NH
JH Rose HS Army JROTC, Greenville, NC

CMP Welcomes Our Newly-Affiliated Clubs
Dinwiddie HS Army JROTC, Dinwiddie, VA
Gunhaven Inc., West Monroe, LA
McHenry County Sportsmens Association, Crystal Lake, IL
Pulaski County 4-H Shooting Education Club, Pulaski, VA
Hancock County Shooting Sports, Britt, IA
Montgomery County 4-H River Region Rifles, Montgomery, AL
United States Paratroopers Pt Charlotte Chpt, Pt Charlotte, FL
Des Plaines Valley Council BSA 147, La Grange, IL
Carolina Bay Marksmanship Club, Aiken, SC
BSA Troop 800, Maryville, TN
BSA Venture Crew 4538 Laurel Highlands Ccl., Bedford, PA
Asociacion Tiro y Caza de Puerto Rico Inc, Guayama, PR

Londonderry Fish & Game Club Inc, Londonderry, NH
Alpha LLT Rifle Club, Cookeville, TN
Brazos River Gun & Archery Club, Mineral Wells, TX
State Line Rifle Association, Mundelein, IL
Butte Silverbow 4-H Shooting, Butte, MT
Francis Marion Military Academy, Ocala, FL
Ozark Trails Council, Boy Scouts of America, Springfield, MO
Southington Sportsmens Association Inc, Southington, CT
West Canada Creek Association Inc., Newport, NY
Chesnee HS Army JROTC, Chesnee, SC
Flathead Valley Youth Shooting Association, Bigfork, MT
Mid South Marksmen, Hendersonville, TN
Boy Scout Troop 170, Circleville, OH
Boy Scout Venture Crew 113, Kingsley, MI
Mallard Creek HS JROTC, Charlotte, NC
Washington County Izaak Walton League of America, Clear
Springs, MD

Members of the Moraine Conservation & Sportsman’s Assn., of 
Pennsylvania, are frequent visitors to Camp Perry each year.



Detailed rules and firing procedures for conducting 
3-position air rifle competitions according to the new rules 
are provided in the 2012-2014 National Standard Rules.  
A wise first step in preparing to conduct competition firing 
with the new rules is to read Rules 5.3 and 7.4 – 7.8.  The 
rules provide full details and a course of fire chart.

Anyone who compares the new ISSF rules with Rule 
5.3 will quickly note one major difference.  In ISSF rules, 
the 15-minute 
sighting stage 
precedes all 
single position 
events and the 
first position in 
50m 3-position 
events.  Those 
events now use 
block time for 
both the 50m 
3x20 and 3x40 
events where 
shooters can 
change to sight-
ers and back to 
record firing for 
the second and 
third positions at 
their own pace.

This brings 
us back to the 
old question 
regarding why 
the Council 
does not also 
use block time 
for 3-position 
events.  Sev-
eral years ago, 
the Council 
mandated that each position must be timed separately 
in 3-position air rifle events.  The first reason was safety.  
With so many new and inexperienced youth in 3-position 
air rifle, the Council felt it was critically important to safely 
complete position changes during separate changeover 
times when all rifles were cleared.  A second reason was 
courtesy.   With smaller firing points on 10 meter ranges 
and wide variations in shooting speeds, shooters who 
finished all three positions early often disturbed other 

By Gary Anderson, Chairman
Three-Position Air Rifle Council

The new 9th Edition 2012-2014 National Standard 
Three-Position Air Rifle Rules that were just released in 
September contain a major change in how competition 
firing is conducted.  Previous rules called for sighting 
shots to be fired during the competition time and allowed 
shooters to take as much or as little time as they wished 
to fire sighting shots.  The new rules provide for sepa-
rate, timed sighting stages before record fire stages.  
This article examines the background for this change 
and provides detailed instructions on how to conduct 
competition firing according to the new rules.

When competitions are conducted on electronic 
targets where spectators can see shooters’ scores, one 
reason for this change becomes obvious.  If you have 
had to explain to someone new to shooting why the 
shooters are shooting and their scores are not count-
ing or why some shots count and some don’t, you can 
understand why the old system of shooting unlimited 
sighters within the match time was confusing and difficult 
to explain.  Sighters are pre-competition warm-up shots.  
In other sports, they don’t have some athletes still warm-
ing up while others are already competing.  Why do we 
need to do this in shooting?

The rule-making decision that is motivating similar 
decisions in national programs like USA’s 3-position air 
rifle shooting was an ISSF decision to separate sighting 
and record firing by having a 15 minute sighting stage in 
all 10 meter and 50 meter rifle and pistol events before 
the start of record firing.  Time limits for the events were 
also shortened since sighters will now be fired before 
and not during the competition time.

This change will go into effect in 2013 and national 
federations like USA Shooting are expected to adopt this 
change so it is clear that having separate sighting peri-
ods before, not during, record firing will quickly become 
the international standard.  Since the National Three-Po-
sition Air Rifle Council tries to conform its 3-position air 
rifle rules as closely as possible with international stan-
dards, the Council decided to also provide for separate 
sighting stages in its 2012-2014 Rules.  
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Starting in 2013, ISSF rules for 10m and 
50m Rifle and Pistol events will provide for 
a separate preparation and sighting time 
before competition shooting. In this photo, 
Jin Jong Oh, double Olympic gold medalist, 
fires in the 10m Air Pistol event during the 
London Olympics.

Editor’s Note:  See related story on 3P Air Rifle rules 
changes on page 26.



it is also important to give each relay the same amount 
of set-up time.  If it is necessary to send shooters or 
other personnel downrange to hang targets, then rifles 
must immediately be grounded after they are brought to 

the line and targets must be hung before 
the five-minute set-up time begins.  During 
this time athletes may handle their rifles, 
get into position and dry fire.

PREPARATION AND SIGHTING STAGE.  
At the end of the set-up time, the com-
mand PREPARATION AND SIGHTING 
STAGE…TIME LIMIT 10 MINUTES…
START is given.   After this command, 
shooters may continue to set up their posi-
tions and prepare and they can load and 
start firing sighting shots without further 
commands.  During this time, shooters 
may fire unlimited sighting shots, but they 
must complete their sighting shots within 
10 minutes.  At the end of the period, a 
THIRTY SECONDS warning must be 
given before the STOP command.  It is a 
good idea for the Range Officer to have a 

shooters when they came off the line.  In decid-
ing its new Rules, the Council decided to retain 
its policy of timing each position separately.

One of the key changes in both the new 
ISSF Rules and the National Standard Rules 
is the introduction of a combined Preparation 
and Sighting time.  There no longer is a sepa-
rate preparation period.   Now, preparation and 
sighting are done together in one 10-minute 
preparation and sighting stage.  The following 
paragraphs walk you through how to conduct fir-
ing according to the new rules.  The charts give 
the precise order and times for conducting either 
a 3x10 or 3x20 course of fire.

CALL TO THE FIRING LINE.  The first step in 
conducting firing is to call the shooters to the 
firing line with the command RELAY NUMBER 
(relay no.), YOU MAY MOVE YOUR RIFLES 
AND EQUIPMENT TO THE FIRING LINE.  The 
rules state that the call to the line should be “ap-
proximately five minutes” before the Preparation 
and Sighting Stage starts.  This means the call 
to the line should be given at least 15 minutes 
(5 min. plus 10 min. for preparation and sight-
ing) before the scheduled start of record firing.  
Five minutes should be the minimum time given to move 
gear to the line and prepare for the first firing position; 
this period can be longer.  If there is more than one relay, 
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Conducting Competition Firing
With the New Three-Position Air Rifle Rules

Starting in the fall of 2012, the National Standard Three Position Air Rifle 
Rules provide for separate preparation and sighting or changeover and 
sighting stages before each position in 3-position air rifle competitions. Now 
all shooters will complete sighting shots before record firing begins.



spotting scope to check the targets and make sure no 
shots during the sighting stage hit outside of the sighter 
guard ring.  The Range Officer must mark these shots 
before targets are turned in for scoring.

PRONE RECORD FIRE.  Immediately after the STOP 
command, the Range Officer must start the Record Fire 
stage with the command PRONE RECORD FIRE…20 
SHOTS IN A TIME LIMIT OF 20 MINUTES…START.  If 
electronic targets are used, a short pause is necessary 
to reset targets with the computer.  During any record 
fire stage, all shots must be fired at record bulls.  Any 
shots fired at a sighting bull during a record fire stage 
must be scored as misses.

CHANGEOVER.  After the prone record fire stage is 
complete, the changeover to the standing position must 
begin.  If paper targets are used, it will probably be 

necessary to clear the line to go downrange and change 
targets.  Then a five-minute changeover stage must 
begin.  The changeover may not begin until everyone is 
back from downrange.  During the changeover, shooters 
can handle their rifles, get into position, remove CBIs 
and dry fire.

SIGHTING STAGE FOR STANDING.  At the end of the 
changeover, the commands to start the standing sight-
ing stage, STANDING POSITION SIGHTING STAGE…
TIME LIMIT FIVE MINUTES…START, must be given.  
Once again, shooters can continue to prepare for stand-
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ing and get into position and they may load and fire sight-
ing shots without further command.

10-MINUTE SIGHTING STAGE OPTION.  The normal 
sighting stage time limit for standing and kneeling is five 
minutes.  The rules do, however, give match sponsors 
the option of using a 10-minute sighting stage.  Five 
minutes is normally sufficient for Sporter Class shooters, 
but in matches with lots of Precision shooters, the longer 
sighting stage is usually preferred.  If a match sponsor in-
tends to use this option, it should be clearly stated in the 
match program.  If a competition has mixed relays with 
Sporter and Precision rifles on the same relay, all shoot-
ers must be given the same sighting time.

STANDING RECORD FIRE.  Immediately after the 
STOP command, the Range Officer must start the Re-
cord Fire stage with the command STANDING RECORD 

FIRE…20 SHOTS IN A TIME LIMIT OF 
25 MINUTES…START.   In the old rules, 
the time limit for standing was 40 minutes, 
but with a separate sighting stage and a 
general trend toward somewhat shorter 
time limits, this has now been shortened 
to 25 minutes. 
 
CHANGEOVER AND SIGHTING FOR 
KNEELING.  The same procedure that 
was followed for changing from prone to 
standing is used to change from stand-
ing to kneeling.  There is a five-minute 
changeover followed by a five-minute 
sighting stage.  This sighting stage can 
also be extended to 10 minutes if the 
10-minute option is used.

KNEELING RECORD FIRE.  After the 
STOP command for the kneeling sighting 

stage, the commands for kneeling record fire, KNEEL-
ING RECORD FIRE…20 SHOTS IN A TIME LIMIT OF 
20 MINUTES…START, are given.  The old kneeling time 
limit was 30 minutes for 20 shots, but with the adoption 
of a separate sighting stage, this time limit was short-
ened to 20 minutes.

These new 3-position air rifle firing procedures may 
seem like they are quite different, but once Range Of-
ficers run one or two matches with them, the change 
should not seem dramatic at all.  The new rules make 
shooting a little more like other sports where warm-



ups are performed before, not 
during, the competition.  A big 
advantage of the new rules for 
3-position air rifle is that they 
greatly simplify when and how 
the coaching of Sporter Class 
shooters is done.  The old rules 
allowed the coaching of Sporter 
shooters while they were shoot-
ing sighters, but Range Officers 
had difficulties knowing when 
shooters were shooting sighters 
and when they started record 
shots.  Now the rule is simple, 
when the sighting stage ends, 
all coaches must step back.

The correct conduct of 3-po-
sition air rifle events according 
to the new rules is greatly sim-
plified by using a Range Officer 
script.  The new National Stan-
dard Rules, in fact, now provide 
a complete Range Officer script 
titled FIRING PROCEDURES 
AND RANGE OFFICER COM-
MANDS FOR THREE-POSI-
TION COURSES OF FIRE.  

After studying the rules 
for the new procedures, every 
Range Officer should then turn 
to page 53 in the new rules to 
view this script.  Download a 
*.pdf version of the new rules 
(http://www.TheCMP.org/3P/
Rules.pdf), copy the pages with 
the Range Officer script and 
place them in a notebook to use 
while conducting firing.  Every 
Range Officer should work with 
a script even if the commands 
are ultimately memorized.  
These new rules involve some 
changes that will require ad-
ditional attention to detail by 
Range Officers, but they will be 
quickly mastered.
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The first page of the four-page Range Officer script to be used in conducting competition 
firing in 3-position air rifle matches. The complete Range Officer script is published in the 
new National Standard Rules that can be downloaded from the CMP Website at http://
www.TheCMP.org/3P/Rules.pdf. Range Officers should always start with a script when 
conducting any type of competition firing.



means that if the U.S. Shooting Team were counted as 
an individual country, it would rank 24th in the world for 
total gold medals, just behind Bulgaria.

This tradition of excellence led to high expectations 
for the 2012 U.S. Shooting Team as it headed to the 
London Games.  Also contributing to the excitement 
was the success of the 2008 team in Beijing where U.S. 
Shooters earned two gold, two silver and two bronze 
medals.  And a repeat of the Beijing success was not 
far-fetched, considering that 12 of the 20 U.S. Olympic 

Shooting Team members were Olympic vet-
erans, and seven of that group had earned 
Olympic medals in previous Games.

Let’s break down how our U.S. Shooting 
athletes fared at the 2012 Olympics:

Women’s Shotgun, Pistol and Rifle 
Events:
 
Since 1984, men’s and women’s shooting 
events have been separated in international 
competition.  This division in the once co-
ed sport came after U.S. shooter Margaret 
Murdock became the first woman to earn an 
Olympic Shooting medal in 1976 when she 
took silver in Three-Position Rifle.  It is only 
fitting that a U.S. woman was a trailblazer in 
Olympic Shooting, keeping with the trend of 
American women 
leading the way 

in sports on the global 
stage. 

In fact, 2012 was a 
historic year for women at 
the Olympics.  It was the 
first time that every compet-
ing nation had at least one 
woman included on their 
Olympic team, and it was 
the first time that female 
athletes outnumbered their 
male counterparts on the 
U.S. Team.  The U.S wom-
en delivered strong per-
formances at the Games, 
bringing home 29 of the 
46 gold medals earned by 
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LONDON, ENGLAND - The Olympic Games are de-
fined by numbers; inches, seconds and points which all 
lead to medal tallies that are followed as closely as the 
individual events.  To say the United States has fared 
well in the Olympic medal tally over the years would be 
an understatement.  Though there are years like 2008, 
when the U.S. Team finished second in the Gold medal 
count to China, that might make Americans forget how 
truly dominant the United States has been on the Olym-
pic stage.

So how formidable has the U.S. Olympic program 
been since the beginning of the modern Olympic era?  
To answer this question you need to look no further 
than the medal count.  Since 1896 the United States 
has earned 975 gold, 759 silver and 667 bronze med-
als in the Summer Olympic Games for a grand total of 
2,401 medals.  In second place is the former Soviet 
Union with 1,010 medals, and in third is Great Britain 
with 780 medals.  That is a lead of 1,391 medals over 
second place, creating an unparalleled dominance in 
sports.

Every U.S. Olympic Team, across all disciplines, 
has contributed to this staggering tally, and the U.S. 
Shooting Team is no exception.  Since 1896, U.S. 
Shooters have earned a total of 50 gold, 28 silver and 
29 bronze medals at the Summer Olympics.  This 

The 2012 London Olympic Games -
By The Numbers 

By Sommer Wood, CMP Program Coordinator

Since 1896 U.S. Shooters have earned a total of 50 gold, 28 silver and 
29 bronze medals at the Summer Olympics.  This means that if the U.S. 
Shooting Team were counted as an individual country, it would rank 24th in 
the world for total gold medals, just behind Bulgaria.

Kim Rhode etched her name 
in the U.S. Olympic Team 
record books with her gold 
medal in Women’s Skeet in 
the London Olympiad.

               Sommer Wood Photo

               Sommer Wood Photo
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Team USA in London.  To put that into perspective, the 
U.S. women’s gold medal tally tied for third overall with 
Great Britain.  

The women on the U.S. Shooting Team mirrored 
this success, 
and leading the 
way was five-
time Olympian 
Kim Rhode of El 
Monte, Califor-
nia.  Rhode’s first 
Olympics was 
Atlanta in 1996 
when she was 
only 17-years-old.  
She won gold in 
Double Trap that 
year and went on 
to earn bronze 
in 2000, gold in 
2004 and gold in 
Skeet in 2008.  
If her winning 
streak continued 
in London she 
would become 
the first U.S. 
athlete to win 
five medals in 
five consecutive 
Olympic Games.

Rhode’s first opportunity to medal 
in London came in the Women’s 
Skeet competition on 29 July, and 
she had a commanding performance 
on a rainy and overcast day.  She 
started out strong and shot an Olym-
pic record 74 out of 75 targets to lead 
by four entering the final.  She added 
a perfect 25 in the final to give her a 
total of 99 for the gold medal.  Ning 
Wei of China finished in a distant sec-
ond with a 91.  Not only was this an 
outstanding win for the U.S. Shooting 
Team, it also placed Rhode firmly in 
history as one of the greatest U.S. 
Olympic athletes of all time.  

This was the only medal Rhode 
claimed in London, as she and team-
mate Corey Cogdell of Eagle River, 
Alaska just missed the final in Wom-
en’s Trap on 4 August.  They finished 
9th and 11th respectively.  But one 
medal was enough for Rhode to 

make history, and the 33-year-old looks to continue her 
streak in 2016.

In Women’s 10M Air and 25M Sport Pistol, Petty 
Officer First Class Sandra Uptagrafft, USNR, of Phenix 
City, Alabama was the sole representative for Team 
USA.  This was Uptagrafft’s first Olympics, and she 
finished out of medal contention in both events.  An 
interesting side note is that Sandra was not the only 
Uptagrafft on the U.S. Shooting Team; her husband Eric 
competed in the Men’s 50M Prone event.

Women’s 10M Air Rifle was held on 28 July, and 
would be the very first gold medal awarded at the 2012 
Olympic Games.  The U.S. Team was in contention for 
that coveted first medal, with two athletes making the 
Air Rifle final for the first time since the 2000 Olympics 
in Sydney.  Jamie Gray of Lebanon, Pennsylvania and 
Sarah Scherer of Woburn, Massachusetts entered the 
final in 6th and 7th place respectively with a 397.

Yi Siling of China entered the final with a 399 and 
shot a 103.2 to win the gold.  Gray shot a 102.7 to finish 
5th and Scherer shot a 102.0 to finish 7th.  IOC Presi-
dent Jacques Rogge was on hand to award the gold 
medal to her. 

  
Jamie Gray would not be denied a medal for long. 

The 2008 Olympic veteran finished 4th in Air Rifle 
and 5th in 50M Three-Position in Beijing, and after her 
5th place finish in Women’s Air Rifle in London there 
was a feeling on the range that she was going to finally 
break through and make it onto the medal podium.  On 

After firing an Olympic record 592 in qualification, Jamie Gray of the U.S. did not 
let up her intensity, shooting the best final of the day, 99.9, to win the gold medal.

               Sommer Wood Photo
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An exhilirated Jamie Gray enjoys the 
moment shortly after her Olympic record 
performance in Women’s 50m 3P Rifle 
in the 2012 London Games.



4 August she and teammate Amanda Furrer of Spo-
kane, Washington, entered the qualification round of the 
Women’s 50M Three-Position Rifle event.  

The weather conditions were difficult, changing from 
pouring rain to bright sunshine over the course of the 
match.  These tough conditions did not faze Gray, who 
shot an Olympic record 592 to enter the finals in first 
place. Furrer shot a 581 to finish 15th in her Olympic 
debut.  Once in the finals hall Gray did not let up her 
intensity shooting the best final of the day, 99.9, to win 
the gold medal.

Men’s Shotgun, Pistol and Rifle Events:

The first Shooting medal for the U.S. men in London 
was awarded to SGT Vincent Hancock, USAMU of 
Eatonton, Georgia.  On 30 July Hancock and team-
mate Frank Thompson of Alliance, Nebraska, began the 
two-day qualification round in Men’s Skeet.  In the end, 
Thompson did not qualify for the final, but Hancock had 
a 123 out of 125 to put him in contention for the gold 
medal.  This was familiar territory for Hancock, who won 
gold in Beijing at the age of 19.  Once the final started 
Hancock was on point, hitting a perfect 25 to win the 
gold for Team USA.  

Hancock, Rhode and Gray’s combined three gold 
medals were the most earned by the U.S. Shooting 
Team since 1984, granting additional significance to 
their achievements in London.
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In Men’s Double Trap SSG 
Josh Richmond, USAMU of Hill-
sgrove, Pennsylvania, and SGT 
Glenn Eller, USAMU, Katy, Texas, 
finished 16th and 22nd respec-
tively.  The story of the day was 
Peter Wilson, who won the only 
shooting gold medal for Great 
Britain in the London games.

Team USA fielded experi-
enced shooters in Men’s 10M Air, 
25M Rapid, and 50M Free Pistol.  
Four of the five athletes compet-
ed in previous Olympic Games, 
and the group seemed primed to 
bring home medals from London.  
Once competition started though, 
things did not fall into place for 
the Men’s Pistol team.
Four-time Olympian SFC Daryl 
Szarenski, USA, and three-time 
Olympian Jason Turner repre-
sented the U.S. in the 10M Air 
Pistol event on 28 July.  Szaren-
ski finished 23rd and Turner, a 

bronze medalist in Beijing, finished 34th in London. 
Next on the docket was the Men’s 25M Rapid Fire 

Pistol competition on 2-3 August.  In this event the U.S. 
once again had a lot of experience in two-time Olym-
pian SFC Keith Sanderson, USA, of Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, and four-time Olympian and 1996 silver med-
alist Emil Milev of Tampa, Florida.  Unfortunately both 
athletes failed to reach the final in this tough two-day 
event, and the gold went to Leuris Pupo of Cuba. 

Szarenski returned to the firing line in Men’s 50M 
Free Pistol, and was joined by teammate and Olympic 
rookie Nick Mowrer of Miles City, Montana.  Mowrer 
faired well in his first Olympic competition, but both he 
and Szarenski missed the cut for the finals.  They fin-
ished 15th and 28th respectively, and Korea’s Jin Jong 
Oh took home the gold.

On 30 July the Men’s 10M Air Rifle event took place 
with Matt Emmons of Browns Mills, New Jersey and 
Jonathan Hall of Carrollton, Georgia competing for the 
U.S.  Hall served as a rifle camp counselor for the Civil-
ian Marksmanship Program (CMP) in 2008, and has 
continued to stay involved with the CMP while complet-
ing his degree at Columbus State University.  In his first 
Olympic appearance, Hall finished 27th, and three-time 
Olympic veteran Emmons finished 35th. 

Two USAMU shooters represented Team USA in 
Men’s 50M Prone on 3 August.  SSG Michael McPhail 
of Darlington, Wisconsin, shot a 595 and SFC Eric Up-

SGT Vincent Hancock, a member of the U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit, won the first 
medal in the Olympics for the U.S. The Eatonton, Georgia resident scored a perfect 25 
targets in the Men’s Skeet final to place first.                                

               U.S. Army Photo
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tagrafft shot a 594 to finish 9th and 16th, respectively.  
The day belonged to Sergei Martynov of Belarus, who 
shot a perfect 600 in qualification followed with a 105.5 
final to dominate the competition and win the gold.

The sixth of August was the final day of shooting 

competition in the 2012 Olympic Games, and all eyes 
were on Matt Emmons in the 50M Three-Position Rifle 
event.  In both 2004 and 2008 Emmons let the gold 
medal slip away on the last shot of the final; shooting 
the wrong target in 2004 to drop to 8th, and shooting a 
4.4 in 2008 to finish 4th.  Would the third time the charm 
for Emmons?

After the qualification round, Emmons was in sec-
ond place with an 1172, and teammate SFC Jason 
Parker, USAMU of Omaha, Nebraska, was 30th with 
an 1159.  Italian shooter and West Virginia University 
Alumnus Niccolo Campriani entered the finals hall 
with a commanding lead after shooting a new Olympic 
Record of 1180.  With Campriani’s 8-point lead, it was 
clear the battle was going to be for the silver medal, and 
Emmons had a one-point lead for silver at the start of 
the final.  

After nine shots Emmons had a comfortable lead in 
second, but everyone in the finals hall waited anxiously 
for him to complete his last shot.  Before the 10th shot 
the venue announcer stated that Emmons was in posi-
tion to take silver, but ominously reminded the crowd 
that anything could happen.  And just like the previous 
two Olympics, something did happen, Emmons shot a 
7.6.  

It knocked him out of second place, but thankfully 
not completely out of medal contention.  Emmons held 
onto the bronze by three-tenths of a point, and finally 
earned an Olympic medal in 50M Three-Position Rifle.

Congratulations to all the athletes that represented 
Team USA!  The drive and hard work of each 
individual contributed to the team’s success in 
London.  

To view photos from the 2012 Olympic 
Shooting events please visit http://cmp1.zen-
folio.com/p1054989137.  

To learn more about the U.S. Shooting 
Team please visit www.usashooting.org.  To 
view the complete results from the 2012 Olym-
pic Games please visit www.london2012.com/
shooting/.  

               Sommer Wood Photo
Matt Emmons raises his arms when he is introduced as the 
Bronze Medal winner in Men’s 50m Three-Position rifle.                                                       
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U.S. Men’s 50m 3P Bronze Medalist, Matt Emmons, savors his medal-
winning performance at the Royal Artillery Barracks shooting venue.

www.london2012.com/shooting/


CAMP PERRY, OHIO – The Small Arms Firing 
School for rifle continues to be a huge draw to the 
National Matches for inexperienced and veteran shoot-
ers alike. Each year hundreds of new and seasoned 
rifle enthusiasts take part in the two-day program that 
covers the basics of safety and marksmanship for 
beginners and more in-depth material for those seeking 
greater detail.

More than 690 shooters participated in this year’s 
SAFS rifle schools combined, all gaining greater famil-
iarity with the AR-15/M16 highpower rifle platform. The 
two-day course carried from Hough Auditorium in the 
morning of 28 July to the firing line for practical train-
ing later that day and culminated in the Excellence-In-
Competition match on Sunday morning, 29 July. The 
EIC match tested skills earned the day before and also 
served as a stepping off point for shooters looking for 
introductory leg points toward the prestigious Distin-
guished Rifleman Badge.

Young and veteran shooters fire shoulder to shoul-
der in the SAFS class and EIC match. Many attendees 
return to the school each year to pursue EIC points, to 
brush up on skills already learned or just for the fun of 
it.

Kaylynn Owens, 10, of Elkins, WVA, a member 
of the West Virginia Junior Marksmanship Program, 
attended her first SAFS school this year and turned a 
number of heads with her 305th place out of 643 (328-
3X) in the non-Distinguished class. Too small to safely 
handle the rifle in the offhand position, Kaylynn was 
allowed to shoot her standing stage of the match in the 
prone position.  She and her sister Lauren, 14, were on 
the firing line while their father Jimmy, 43, mother Lisa, 
and grand-dad were on hand in support.
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Two firing points over, Mike Jozefov, Jr., 69, of 
Brunswick, OH, a veteran shooter, brought his nephew, 
Mike Vrsansky, 19, of Brunswick, and Vrsansky’s friend 
Kyle Sapara, 22, of Strongsville, OH, to their first SAFS 
rifle course.

“It’s a good time, Sapara said after shooting in his 
first EIC match. “This was a great learning experience 
– I feel like I’m a more well-rounded shooter because of 
it,” Vrsansky said.

All three shooters are members of the South 
Cuyahoga Sportsmen’s Club and they plan to return for 
both SAFS pistol and rifle schools next year, they said. 
Jozefov returned to Camp Perry for CMP rifle week to 
fire in the Garand, Springfield and Vintage Bolt Gun 
matches.

The SAFS courses are a natural family activity for 
many regular and new shooters at the National Match-
es.

Dave Hill, 51, and his son Eric, 11, of Royal Oak, 
MI, attended the SAFS rifle class for the first time this 
year. They learned about SAFS through fellow shooters 
at their home range at the Bald Mountain State Park 
public shooting range in Michigan’s Oakland County.

Rich Newell, 48, and his son Seth, 13, of Delaware, 
OH, made their first trip to Camp Perry from the Colum-
bus area for both SAFS pistol and rifle this year, with 
plans of coming back for more in the future.

2012 Small Arms Firing School Brings Rookies and 
Veterans Together to Improve Marksmanship Skills

By Steve Cooper, CMP Writer

Kaylynn Owens, 10, of Elkins, WVA, turned a number of heads 
with her 305th place out of 643 shooters with a score of 328-3X 
in the EIC non-Distinguished class.

Mike Vrsansky, left, is joined by his uncle Mike Jozefov, friend 
Kyle Sapara and their SAFS rifle coach, MSGT Joe Braswell, 
USAR, of Griffin, GA, following their SAFS rifle outing. It was 
Vrsansky’s and Sapara’s first SAFS rifle experience.
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Don Duda, 
47, and son 
Donny, 15, 
of Berlin 
Center, OH, 
attended their 
first SAFS 
rifle school 
this year. 
Duda said 
his son, who 
is a member 
of 4H Shoot-
ing Sports, 
“needs some-
one other 
than me” to 
coach him,” 
he said jok-
ingly. Duda 
Sr. said they 
have been to 
Camp Perry 
many times 

to visit the CMP store and vowed to one day get into 
SAFS and they made good on their plans this year.

Tim Bury, 39, and his son Shane, 12, made the trip 
to Camp Perry from Canton, Ohio for their first SAFS 
together. Bury attended SAFS pistol with his daughter
Alissa, 15, at the outset of the National Matches on 9 
July.

Dave Hill and his son Eric, of Royal Oak, 
Michigan, attended the SAFS rifle class for 
the first time this year.

Deven Taylor, 14, of Covington, OH, and his mom, Mary, en-
rolled in SAFS rifle for the first time in 2012. It was Mary’s first 
time behind a rifle and afterward she said she thought she did 
fairly well for her first time out. Deven is a member of the Miami 
County 4-H Trapshooting Club in nearby Piqua.

For complete results of the 2012 M16 EIC Rifle 
Match, log onto http://clubs.thecmp.org/cgi-bin/
report_matchResult.cgi?matchID=7982. 
To view and download photos from the 2012 Na-
tional Matches and CMP Games, log onto 
http://cmp1.zenfolio.com/.

Shane Bury and his father Tim made the trip from Canton, 
Ohio for their first SAFS Rifle in 2012.

Caylie Shover, 14, of Milan, OH, and her friend Jennifer Feath-
ers, 17, of Vermilion, OH, came out to neighboring Camp Perry 
to enjoy the shooting experience in the National Matches en-
vironment. Shover and Feathers are CMP airgun competitors 
and both fired in the CMP Rimfire Sporter Match in July. 

http://clubs.odcmp.com/cgi/report_matchResult.cgi?matchID=7982
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CAMP PERRY, OHIO – Joseph Totts, 20, of Mogadore, 
OH, the defending 2011 Junior Individual Pistol cham-
pion, won the 2012 Junior President’s Pistol Match with 
an aggregate score of 366-3X on a warm, sunny, yet 
breezy Sunday, 15 July. While Totts did not repeat as 
Junior Individual champ, he finished four points behind 
the winner, Alexander Chichkov. All junior matches are 
fired using .22 caliber pistols.

Totts fired 172-0X, 94-0X and 100-3X in the 20-shot 
slow fire, 10-shot timed fire and 10-shot rapid fire stag-
es, respectively, and added his name to the prestigious 
Junior President’s Pistol trophy. The pistol matches 
were the first part of the CMP National Trophy Rifle and 
Pistol Matches fired here each summer. 

Totts also finished as the leader in combined scor-
ing, with an overall aggregate total of 913-16X, com-
piled in the Junior President’s, National Trophy Junior 
Individual and National Trophy Junior Team matches. 
Brett Tucker, 15, of N. Canton, OH, finished second 
overall in junior aggregate scoring (877-9X) and Glenn 

Zimmerman, 15, of St. Mary’s, OH, placed third (861-
9X). 

Ryan Nichols, 20, of Rootstown, OH, placed sec-
ond in the Junior President’s Pistol Match (347-5X) 
and Michael Soklaski, 15, of Ringoes, NJ, placed third 
(345-2X).

Chichkov, 18, of Tampa, FL, who outlasted Totts in 
the Junior Individual Pistol Match, won the event with 

an aggregate score of 280-5X, out of a possible 300 
points. Chichkov shot an 86-1X in slow fire, 99-1X in 
timed fire and 95-3X in rapid fire. Tucker and Totts fired 
matching scores of 276, but Totts took second place 
from Tucker in an X-ring tiebreaker, 276-6X to 276-4X.

In junior team competition, the Ohio Rifle & Pistol 
Association swept the top three places. ORPA Jr. Gold, 
fired by Totts and Nichols, took first with an aggregate 
score of 523-8X. ORPA Jr. Orange, fired by Zimmer-
man and Bryce Tucker, 16, of N. Canton, placed second 
(521-5X) and ORPA Jr. Black placed third (516-4X) and 
was comprised of Shane Creekmore, 20, of Atwater and 

Totts Tops Among Juniors in 2012 President’s Pistol 
& Chichkov Wins Junior Individual Trophy

 By Steve Cooper, CMP Writer

Gary Anderson, CMP Director Emeritus, congratulates Joseph Totts for winning the 2012 Junior President’s Pistol Match this past 
summer at Camp Perry.                  
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Brett Tucker. 
In the Service Pistol Warm-Up Match, fired early in 

the week, Joseph Storch, 19, of Piscataway, NJ, was 
the high junior, firing a 313-1X. It was Storch’s fifth year 
of competitive shooting and fifth appearance at Camp 
Perry. He teamed up with fellow Old Bridge Rifle & 
Pistol Club, NJ, member Nicolai Greco, 17, of Atlantic 
Highlands, 
NJ, in the 
Junior 
Team Tro-
phy Match 
where 
they 
finished 
seventh. 

Greco 
said this is 
his second 
year of 
competi-
tive shoot-
ing and it 
was his first trip to Camp Perry. He finished 27th overall 
of 381 non-Distinguished competitors in the M9 EIC 
Service Pistol match following the Small Arms Firing 
School on 9 July. 

Lyuda Andrianova, 18, of Schaumburg, IL, com-
peted for the first time in bull’s eye shooting this year 
at Camp Perry and said she came away with a great 
learning experience. Despite having some equipment 
issues, she said she was happy with her first trial at the 
National Matches. Alexander Chichkov defeated Totts in the Junior Individual

Pistol Match with an aggregate score of 280-5X.          

The Ohio Rifle & Pistol Association swept the top three places in junior pistol team competition, led by the ORPA Jr. Gold team 
of Joseph Totts and Ryan Nichols, with an aggregate score of 523-8X.     

Joseph Storch, left, was the high junior in the 
Service Pistol Warm-Up Match. He was joined 
by Nicolai Greco in the Junior Team Match.       
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CAMP PERRY, OHIO – Sagen Maddalena, 18, of 
Groveland, CA, was the high junior in the National Tro-
phy Individual rifle match and was awarded the Golden 
Eagle Trophy (high junior) and the Nathan Hale Trophy 
(high civilian). 

Maddalena fired a 491-10X, topping Isaac Dow, 
18, of Grand Junction, CO (484-15X) and Christopher 
Calumpong, 18, of Rayville, MO, (484-12X) in junior 
competition. Maddalena placed sixth overall among 
the 1,125 NTI competitors. Her breakout scores were 
99-1X, 98-2X, 99-3X and 195-4X in standing, sitting, 
prone rapid-fire and prone slow-fire, respectively, in the 
national match course.

Dow’s NTI 
scores were 96-
1X, 100-4X, 99-
3X and 189-7X 
for an aggregate 
total of 484-15X. 
Calumpong also 
fired a 484 and 
finished behind 
Dow in the X-
count tiebreaker, 
15 to 12. He was 
also named to 
the six-member 
National Civil-
ian Rifle Team 
(Elihu Root Gold 
Medal) for his 
492-12X per-
formance in the 
National Trophy 
Team Match.

Dow was the 
high junior in the 

President’s Rifle Trophy Match, firing an overall score of 
388-15X out of 400 possible. Dow reached the elite top 
20 and fired his final 10 shots at 600 yards prone with 
other finalists in a shoot-off, which is the standard final 
phase of the match. He finished in sixth place overall in 
a field of 1,242 competitors.

Dow’s split scores were 96-2X in offhand at 200 
yards, 98-3X in prone rapid fire at 300 yards and 97-6X 
in prone slow fire at 600 yards, for a qualification score 
of 291-11X on Viale Range. He fired a 97-4X in his 

prone timed se-
ries later in the 
day on Rodri-
guez Range.

Fellow 
junior shoot-
ers Fredric 
Fadeley, 19, 
of Phoenix, 
AZ and Tyler 
Plude, 20, 
of Avon, CT, 
each fired 
289 in their 
qualification 
round, narrowly 
missing the top 
20 shoot-off. 
Fadeley edged 
Plude in an 
X-count tie-
breaker, 8 to 6 
in the qualifica-
tion round.

The high junior team trophy, the Minuteman Trophy, 
was won by California Grizzlies – Berger, (2880-93X) 
captained by Cheyanne Acebo and coached by Dirk 
Seeley. Team members are Kevin Tandoc, Sagen Mad-
dalena, Forrest Greenwood, Morgan Owen, Lane Ichord 
and James Macmillan. The team set the new national 
record in this match. 

In two-person team shooting, the Hearst Doubles 
high junior team was Logan Thomas (279-2X) and 
Aaron McGovern (253-1X) with a team aggregate score 
of 532-3X. Thomas led the pair with scores of 92-0X in 
offhand, 91-0X in prone rapid fire and 96-2X in prone 
slow fire.

The second place junior team was Ian Birge (268-
5X) and Evan Foster (255--2X) for a team aggregate of 
523-7X. Third place went to Ben Grolemund (262-4X) 
and Brooke Cass (260-2X), team total of 522-6X.

The Freedom’s Fire Trophy, presented to the high 
State Association and Club two-person teams entered 
in the National Trophy Junior Team Match (NTJT) was 
awarded to California Grizzlies - Berger (968-21X), 
comprised of firing members Sagen Maddalena and 
Forrest Greenwood, who established a new national 

Maddalena Wins Junior NTI Rifle Trophy as Dow 
Leads All Juniors in President’s Rifle Match

 By Steve Cooper, CMP Writer

Sagen Maddalena 

Isaac Dow
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record. The team was coached by Robert Taylor II and 
captained by Mike Barranco.

Second place went to Pennsylvania Remington 
Roxburgh (966-23X), fired by Joseph Hendricks Jr. and 
Nathan Evagash. The team was coached and captained 
by Kenneth Roxburgh Jr. Third place was awarded 
to California Grizzlies – Varget (948-23). Varget fir-
ing members are Lane Ichord and Morgan Owen. The 
team is coached by Cheyanne Acebo and captained by 
Robert Gill. 

The high NTJT At-Large team was Con State Jr Ly-
man, scoring a new record aggregate score of 860-8X. 
Firing members are Luke Yost and Stefan-Dayne Ankle. 
The team was captained by Yost and captained by Wal-
lace Lyman Sr. 

Other highpower rifle awards to 
juniors included:

National Trophy Junior Service 
Rifle Championship Trophy pre-
sented to:
• Isaac Dow, 1256-39X

Presidents-NTI-NTJT Aggregate 
- Col. Bill Deneke Trophy pre-
sented to:
• Isaac Dow, 1256-39X 
• Sagen Maddalena, 1255-28X 
• David Twibell, 1247-35 
• Forrest Greenwood, 1246-21X 
• Lane Ichord, 1244-24X 
• Daniel Hall, 1240-22X 

Presidents-NTI-NTT Aggregate 
High Junior
• Tyler Plude, 1216-25X
Bushmaster Cup 

Infantry Trophy Match 
CA Grizzlies Varget, 1114
Junior Infantry Team Trophy
Team members: Kevin Tandoc, 
Bradley Pappageorge, Kasey 
Nelson, Jacob Nelson, Harry Swift 
and Sophie Christensen

Arizona Jr. Gold (Second Place), 
California Grizzlies O’Connell 
(Third Place).

For complete results of the 2012 National Trophy Rifle 
Matches, log onto: http://clubs.odcmp.com/cgi-bin/
report_matchResult.cgi?matchID=7982

National Junior Team Trophy match winners Sagen Maddalena and Forrest
Greenwood with coach Robert Taylor II.

http://clubs.odcmp.com/cgi/report_matchResult.cgi?matchID=7982
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ANNISTON, ALABAMA - The Civilian Marksmanship 
Program is pleased to announce it has completed 
the purchase of approximately 500 acres 
of wooded property in Talladega County, 
Alabama, for the purpose of building a new 
CMP outdoor marksmanship facility. The 
multi-phase, multi-year project will assist the 
CMP in carrying out its mission to promote 
firearm safety and marksmanship skills to 
U.S. citizens, with an emphasis on youth, 
near its CMP South facilities.

“With the support of friends of the Civil-
ian Marksmanship Program, we envision a 
facility that will provide our guests a safe, 
instructive environment where CMP will 
conduct training, competitions and related 
events near our Anniston home, less than 30 
minutes away,” said CMP Chief Operating 
Officer, Orest Michaels.

The facility, projected to be completed in 
five phases, is located three miles from the 
Talladega Superspeedway, and will be ac-
cessible from the Eastaboga (#173) or Talla-
dega (#168) Interstate 20 exits. The facility property is 
situated near Turners Mill Road, south of the speedway 
and two miles north of downtown Talladega. The CMP 
has cleared land for access roads and constructed a 
pair of 200-yard highpower rifle firing points for testing 
and evaluation purposes.

The CMP is strongly considering the installation of 
electronic target systems at the new complex, which 

will greatly increase the efficiency of running matches. 
The targets would use acoustic or optical sensors to 

determine bullet impact and provide instant feedback to 
shooters on the fiiring lines at multiple distances, de-
pending on the match being fired.

Currently the CMP owns and operates two of its 
own state-of-the-art indoor airgun marksmanship cen-
ters in Anniston and at the Ohio National Guard training 
center at Camp Perry near Port Clinton, Ohio, home 
of the CMP’s programs headquarters and the annual 

National Matches. Both centers are used for 
firearm safety training and competitions by 
thousands of young shooters each year and 
recently hosted the U.S. Olympic Team Trials 
for Airgun in preparation for the 2012 London 
Games.

The following is a general description of 
the multi-year project phases, which will be 
supported by a CMP capital campaign. As with 
all projections of its magnitude, the project 
phases may vary and are be subject to unfore-
seen development and funding constraints: 

• Phase I – to establish a 50-point rifle 
range with firing lines at 100, 200, 300 and 600 
yards, complete with fully-operational target 
pits with manually-operated cantilever style 
target carriers and electronic target system.

The CMP Begins Construction of New State-of-the-Art 
Highpower Shooting Range Near Talladega, Alabama 

By Steve Cooper, CMP Writer

The CMP has begun construction of a new outdoor highpower rifle range 
near Talladega, AL to be used for firearm safety, games events and matches.

Access roads and perimeter fencing work has begun at the CMP range.
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• Phase II – to expand the facility, utilizing Phase I 
features and adding permanent restroom facilities 

• Phase III – to construct a 100 yard smallbore 
range, a 50 yard pistol range, a 50 foot pistol range and 
a 10 bay action pistol range 

• Phase IV – to complete classroom facilities for 
firearm safety and marksmanship training 

• Phase V – to create a five-stand, 12 station sport-
ing clays range 

At present the CMP leases outdoor ranges at Camp 
Perry to conduct the Small Arms Firing Schools, clinics 
and games events during the annual National Matches 
in July and August. Additionally the CMP has conducted 
regional games events and clinics at non-CMP facilities 
located in Arizona, California, Georgia, North Carolina 
and Oklahoma, with others planned.

“Eventually the CMP outdoor marksmanship facility 
will provide us greater flexibility with outdoor program-
ming and allow us to offer additional opportunities to 
participate in firearm safety and marksmanship events 
in the southeastern U.S.,” Michaels added.

Because of its southern location, the CMP will have 
the flexibility of scheduling events year-round.

The CMP currently provides firearm safety and 
marksmanship programs and competitions through sev-
eral affiliated clubs across the nation.

For more information about the CMP, its programs 
and opportunities, visit us online at www.TheCMP.org. 
For information on the CMP’s Planned Giving program, 
please visit www.odcmp.plannedgiving.org.

Construction of a new highpower rifle range in Alabama will mean greater competitive shooting opportunities for CMP Games 
Matches participants east of the Mississippi. The highly popular Vintage Sniper Rifle Team Match will become a staple of the events 
to be held at the new outdoor marksmanship center. Currently the CMP offers several vintage rifle matches fired at 200 yards. The 
sniper team match is fired at 300 and 600 yards. The highpower range may eventually be expanded to 1,000 yards.

A pair of temporary cantilever target carriers have been installed 
at the new CMP outdoor marksmanship center for testing pur-
poses. Eventually the range will house at least 50 firing points.
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New 3-Position Air Rifle Rules Released
By Vicki Donoho, CMP Program Coordinator

CAMP PERRY, OHIO - The 9th edition of the National 
Standard Three-Position Air Rifle Rules has just been 
released.  The National Three-Position Air Rifle Coun-
cil whose members include The American Legion, 
BSA, CMP, the Daisy-US Jaycee Shooter Education 
Program, 4-H Shooting Sports, USA Shooting and the 
Army, Marine Corps, Navy and Air Force JROTC Com-
mands, issues a new rulebook to govern three-position 
air rifle shooting in the USA every two years.  The new 
2012-2014 rulebook goes into effect immediately.  The 
new rulebook can be downloaded from the CMP web-
site at http://publ.com/BUSpRxp.

The 2012-2014 National Standard Rulebook has 
several rules that were changed to keep national 3-po-
sition air rifle rules in line with what competitors will see 
in USAS/ISSF rules at larger competitions.  The ISSF 
is changing its rules for 10m and 50m rifle and pistol 
events to have separate “preparation and sighting” pe-
riods before record or competition firing begins.  Since 
this will become the new international standard, the 
Council decided that junior position air rifle competitors 
in the U. S. should use the same procedures.

To adapt this change to 3-position air rifle, the 
course of fire will start with a call to the firing line, fol-
lowed by a 10-minute preparation and sighting stage.  
Commands to start record fire are given at the end 
of the sighting stage.  No further sighting shots may 
be taken after record fire begins.  Time limits for the 
record fire stages are shortened to reflect the fact that 
there is now a separate time for firing sighters.

In addition to adapting 3-position air rifle rules 
in the U. S. to the new international standard, these 
changes will make it much easier to facilitate the 
coaching of sporter class shooters that is permitted 

during sighters.  Now 
when the preparation and 
sighting period ends, all 
coaching must stop and 
coaches must step back 
from the firing line.  The 
changes from prone to 
standing and standing to 
kneeling include a 5-min-
ute changeover stage 
followed by a separate 
5-minute sighting stage.  Match directors have the op-
tion of extending sighting stages to 10 minutes.  The 
CMP has already tested this course of fire change dur-
ing its monthly match at Camp Perry and Anniston on 
22 September and found that competitors and coaches 
adapted with no difficulties.  Most of these changes 
were also tested in the CMP Junior Rifle Camps this 
past summer.  Course of fire changes are further ex-
plained in Rule 5.3 below.

The following rules are the major changes, or rule 
clarifications that were made to help the rules be more 
easily understood.  Please note, this is NOT a com-
plete list of changes.  All changes from the previous 
rules are underlined in the rulebook so new rules can 
easily be identified.

Rule 2.4 - LOAD 
The command “LOAD” is no longer given before 
“START” in regular competitions.  The command 
“LOAD” is still given prior to “START” in finals.  This 
change reflects the fact that there is a separate prepa-
ration and sighting time before record fire.  The prepa-
ration and sighting time begins with “START” because 
not all shooters will be ready to start firing at the begin-
ning of the time so “LOAD” is an inappropriate com-
mand.  The command “START” allows competitors to 
continue to prepare their positions and then load and 
fire when they are ready to start firing sighters.

Rule 3.2.3 - Best-Four-Count Teams 
(formerly Organization Teams)
The previous rules included a provision for match 
sponsors to conduct special team matches where 
teams could enter more than four shooters and only 
the best four scores would count for the team total.  
These were called “organization teams,” but that name 
is now changed to “best-four-count teams.”  If the best-
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four-count team rule is used, this must be stated in the 
match program to clarify if teams shoot five and count 
four or if more than five shoot.  Best-four-count team 
scores are not eligible for National Records.

Rule 4.1.7 - 600 FPS Velocity Restriction
The new rules clarify that match directors do not have 
to check rifle velocities unless they feel a rifle was 
altered to be a “high velocity” rifle.  It also recognized 
that using non-lead pellets may produce velocities 
slightly above the 600 fps maximum.  

Rule 4.2.4 - Stock (sporter)
The AFAG Edge centered or neutral position for the 
butt-plate is defined as having the top of the butt-plate 
15 mm below the centerline of the bore.  

Rule 4.6.2 - Shooting Trousers
There may be a maximum of seven belt loops, not 
more than 20mm in width, with at least 80 mm be-
tween belt loops.
 
When rifle clothing manufacturers began using larger 
and stiffer seat pads as a means of adding support 
to shooting trousers, the ISSF Rifle Committee finally 
decided to stop fighting the enforcement challenges 
this presented and banned all seat pads on rifle shoot-
ing trousers starting in 2013.  Since this change will 
ultimately affect many junior shooters in the U. S., 
the Council decided to adopt this change, but with a 
two-year grace period.  The grace period will permit all 
shooting trousers that are currently legal to continue to 
be used without requiring that seat pads be removed.  
With the change in the ISSF rules, new shooting 
trousers will, however, no longer have seat pads.  It is 
also expected that advanced juniors who compete in 
USAS/ISSF events will have to remove seat pads from 
old trousers immediately. The present plan is to require 
all seat pads to be removed not later than 1 January 
2014, but the Council will monitor how this transition is 
progressing.   

Rule 4.6.4 - Shoes
In another change designed to put more limits on 
performance-enhancing features in rifle shooter cloth-
ing, the new ISSF rules mandate that shoe soles can 
no longer be cut square or flat on the toe or heel, but 
must follow the external curvature of the shoe and not 
extend more than 5.0 mm beyond the external dimen-
sions of the shoe at any point.  Modifying shooting 
shoes to round off the toes and heels is a relatively 
easy modification to make and since many junior 

shooters in the U. S. will have to make this change, 
the Council also adopted this rule, but again with a 
two-year grace period.  Shooting shoes that are legal 
under current rules can continue to be used with the 
expectation that full compliance with this rule must be 
achieved not later than 1 January 2014.

Rule 5.1.4 - Physical Impairments, Substituting 
Positions
In response to the need to provide shooting opportuni-
ties for a growing number of athletes with impairments 
who want to fire in 3-position air rifle competitions, the 
Council updated this rule to provide more guidance for 
athletes and match directors.  The Council feels that 
athletes with impairments must be allowed to compete 
in 3-position air rifle events to the maximum extent 
possible and as long as the adaptive means used by 
an athlete does not provide an unfair advantage.  The 
revised rule is closely linked with rules and classifica-
tion procedures used by the IPC (International Para-
lympic Committee).  Any coach or junior program that 
has an athlete with a physical impairment is urged to 
contact the USA Shooting Paralympic Director Bob 
Foth (Bob.Foth@usashooting.org) to obtain guidance 
in applying this rule.  And match directors are urged to 
welcome and include athletes with impairments who 
comply with this rule into their competitions.

Rule 5.3 - Competition Events and Time Limits
The time limits were changed to reflect changes that 
are occurring at the international level.  Competitions 
will now be structured to have separate changeover, 
preparation and sighting, and record stages.  This will 
help alleviate some of the issues coaches, parents, 
and match directors have had with the rule that allows 
coaching during the sighting period for sporter shoot-
ers. 

1. It will be easier to control and monitor coach-
ing on the line in the sporter class.  After the sighting 
period time is over, all coaches must leave the firing 
line making it easier for Range Officers to ensure that 
no one is coached after record firing begins.  

2. A coach will not accidentally provide coaching to 
an athlete after they have switched to record.

3. Athletes next to a sporter shooter who is re-
ceiving coaching will not be interrupted during record 
shots.

4. With separate 10 or 5-minute sighter only pe-
riods, sporter shooters might shoot more than one or 
two sighters! (This was not an intended benefit, but it 
was seen this summer when the CMP Summer Camp 
program tried the proposed changes).
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Refer to charts 5.3.2 and 5.3.3 on pages 22 – 23 for 
the new time limits and stage order.  A range officer 
script, “Firing Procedures and Range Officer Com-
mands,” is now listed in the rulebook starting on page 
53.  Range Officers are urged to use this script to as-
sist them in adapting to the new procedures.

Rule 7.16 - Malfunctions
No extra time will be given for a malfunction or mal-
function repair. An athlete may repair a rifle after 
notifying the Range Officer or a replacement rifle may 
be authorized by the Range Officer if there is physi-
cal evidence that the malfunction cannot be repaired.  
Additional sighting shots may be allowed if the athlete 
must get out of position to facilitate the repair, but only 
within the remaining shooting time.  This change is 
necessitated by a need to eliminate delays caused by 
giving shooters extra time for malfunctions that fre-
quently throw matches off schedule.  It reflects a view 
that shooters are responsible for arriving at a competi-
tion with rifles and equipment that are well maintained 
and in good condition.

Rule 7.17 - Late Arrivals
An athlete who arrives late for a scheduled relay on 
which he/she was squadded will be permitted to start, 
but no extra time will be allowed.  If an athlete arrives 
after record fire has begun, he/she will be permitted to 
start, but no extra time will be allowed and no sighting 
shots will be permitted.  If an athlete can demonstrate 
that his/her delayed arrival was due to circumstances 
beyond his/her control, he/she may be re-squadded on 
another relay or permitted to start at a later time if this 
does not delay the scheduled start of a Final.

Rule 7.18 - Spectators and Media
This rule was updated to help better prepare competi-
tors for larger competitions.  Spectators may speak 
in normal tones and should also be allowed to cheer 
during competitions.

Rule 10.1 - Final Round Procedures
The Final consists of unlimited sighting shots fired in 
an eight (8) minute combined Preparation and Sight-
ing Stage and a Record Fire Stage consisting of ten 
(10) record shots, each fired on command within a 45 
second time limit.  Note that the shot time has been 
shortened.  All Finals for Three-Position or Standing 
events are fired in the standing position.  

Rule 10.2.1 – Assigning Firing Points
Finalists must fire together on eight adjacent firing 
points.  Finalists are assigned firing points with the 
highest-ranked athlete on the first point (left), the next 

highest-ranked athlete on the second point, etc.  If an 
athlete does not appear for a Final by the time the pre-
sentation of athletes begins, he/she will be given the 
last place in the Final and will not be allowed to start 
late.  If more than one athlete fails to appear, their final 
rankings will be decided according to Rule 8.6.1.

Appendix Section II – Junior EIC Award Program
The EIC program and its point distribution system is 
changing rather significantly.  This was done to al-
leviate some problems that occurred with the previ-
ous program.  The objective of these changes is to 
improve the system so that the best shooters are the 
ones earning EIC points and the Distinguished Badge, 
regardless of location.

The values of EIC points awarded are now equal 
between sporter and precision classes.  The difference 
in point values was originally set in hopes of encour-
aging sporter shooters to advance to precision.  It 
turned out that this was not a practical option for many 
programs and shooters because schools or clubs with 
teams often do not have the funds to make the switch 
or are located in areas where precision class competi-
tion is not available.

The rule that did not allow subsequent points to 
be earned in the sporter class once precision points 
had been earned has also been removed.  Athletes 
may now shoot either sporter or precision classes (in 
different competitions) and earn points in both classes 
that will be combined while working towards their 
Distinguished Badge.  This will allow athletes wanting 
to switch to precision on their own, to still earn points 
while shooting for a high school team that only fires in 
the sporter class, a situation that occurs quite frequent-
ly.

All National Council Member Championships 
(Daisy, American Legion, 4H, JROTC Championships) 
and Junior Olympic Championship (or equivalent) will 
remain the same with points being awarded based on 
a percentage of the Non-Distinguished shooters that 
competed.  

Cup Matches will now award EIC points based on 
established cut scores and the number of competi-
tors at the competition (overall number, not just Non-
Distinguished).  The larger the Cup Match, the higher 
the point value for each leg (gold/silver/bronze).  EIC 
cut scores were calculated on the basis of scores fired 
by competitors that earned EIC points in the National 
Council Member Championships and the National 
Junior Olympic Championship in the past year.  These 
scores will be recalculated annually.
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KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON - Prior to graduating 
from Henley High School, JROTC competitor An-
gela McGill took on the ominous task of being Match 
Director of a CMP sanctioned 3P Air Rifle Match as a 
senior school project earlier this year.  

It gave Angela an excellent view of the other half 
of what a match is, besides just showing up, shooting, 
and letting the coach be in charge.   She put together 
a match program, rounded up officials, prepared 
targets, prepared the range, answered questions, 
rounded up and presented awards.  

There were four relays of mixed Marines and Air 
Force JROTC cadets competing.  Angela kept score 
using the Orion scoring system.  When she had a 
break from scoring she was busy checking on the 
match, talking with competitors and visiting with par-
ents.   

My other half, Nelson, was the Range Officer and 
I was Angela’s mentor.  My job was easy – I stayed 
back and just watched a very competent individual 
complete her task.   

Besides doing the above, she kept busy ap-
pearing as Eddie Eagle when they conducted the 
Eddie Eagle Gun Safety Program and has planned, 
organized and run “Marksmanship Day Camps” for 
elementary school age kids with classroom instruction 
in the morning and mock competition on the range in 
the afternoon.

Angela met us when we arrived in town and 
showed us to our room.  Klamath Falls reminds me 
of Denver, Colorado, with high mountains and lots of 
snow.   The match was well run; she met the chal-
lenge and is now getting on with more projects, in-
cluding getting  her  NRA  Level 2 Coach credentials. 

Henley HS JROTC instructors deserve kudos for 
their work in the JROTC program and the job they are 
doing in turning out some fine future leaders.   

McGill Displays JROTC Leadership Skills
By Barbara Shew, Oregon CMP Director

Oregon CMP Director Barbara Shew with Angela McGill.

Congratulations to Tyler Rico, Alexandria Provine 
and Joey Kendrick who have not only raised the bar 
in Arizona’s organized shooting programs, but have 
also been extraordinary ambassadors for the nation’s 
Junior shooting sports. 

“We are proud to honor these young teammates 
and are fortunate to have supported their growth and 
success in our junior rifle divisions that include high 
power, smallbore and air rifle,” said Tom Kirby, a vet-
eran shooting coach and a Junior Division director for 
the non-profit, Arizona State Rifle and Pistol Associa-
tion (ASRPA).

Kirby announced that the junior rifle trio were 
offered appointments to the three US military acad-
emies for scholastic achievement and rifle shooting 
accomplishments, and have joined their academy’s 
collegiate NCAA rifle teams. Rico, Provine and Ken-

drick will repre-
sent the Air Force 
Academy, West 
Point Military Acad-
emy, and Annapolis 
Naval Academy, 
respectively. 

The teammates 
completed their individual basic cadet fitness training 
and started their four-year officer-in-training classes 
in mid-August. They will graduate from the academies 
as second lieutenants or ensign and then will transfer 
into active duty military assignments.

The rifle teammates were supported by Rio 
Salado Sportsman’s Club in Mesa, and the Tuscon 
Rifle Club, in Tucson, both members of the Arizona’s 
ASRPA.

Arizona’s Rico, Provine and Kendrick 
Begin College Careers at U.S. Academies 
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      The National Three-Position Air Rifle Council established the Junior Excellence-In-Competition Award 
Program to provide incentives for junior three-position air rifle competitors to improve and excel.  

This program awards prestigious badges 
of distinction to the most outstanding junior 
shooters. Junior shooters earn EIC credit 
points by placing in designated competitions 
in accordance with the requirements of this 
program.  

The Junior Distinguished Badge is 
awarded to school-age junior three-position 
air rifle shooters who attain a series of high 
rankings in designated major junior air rifle 
championships that include the State Junior 
Olympic Qualifiers, CMP Cup Matches, Na-
tional Junior Olympic Championships and 
other National Council Three-Position Air 
Rifle Championships. 

Congratulations to the juniors listed here 
who recently earned their badges.  ON THE 
MARK will recognize all juniors who achieve 
this outstanding goal in each issue.  

A complete list of juniors who have 
earned their Junior Distinguished Badge is 
at www.thecmp.org/3P/EIC.pdf.  For more 
program info, log onto www.thecmp.org/3P/
Forms/EICProgram.pdf or email CMP Com-
petitions at 3PAR@TheCMP.org.

Junior Distinguished Badge Program

Badge #   Name             Hometown

#489 Leigh Yarbrough         Waxhaw, NC
#490 John Hancock         La Plata, MD
#491 Gustavo Caltzontzin      Aurora, IL
#492 Mackenzie Crabb          Superior, MT
#493 Zackery Anna Annapolis, MD 
#494 Jonah Quintero San Antonio, TX
#495 Tyler Thorne Bryantown, MD
#496 Christopher Compo Pelion, SC
#497 Hunter Kraus San Antonio, TX
#498 Robert Cremering Zion, IL
#499 Jaycee Carter Live Oak, CA
#500 Kelsey Collins Lincoln, CA
#501 Larissa Wright Woodland Park, CO
#502 Brandon Muske Burton, TX
#503 Justin Nissen Live Oak, CA
#504 Victoria Templeton Uniontown, OH
#505 Alexandrea Lorentz Anchorage, AK
#506 Mitchell Van Patten Meridian, ID
#507 Lucas Kozeniesky Fairfax, VA
#508 Mary Simonton Sharpsburg, GA
#509 Connor Yakushi Nashville, TN
#510 Daniel Cliff Fairfax, VA
#511 Mitchell Miller McDonough, GA
#512 Sarah Sprinkle Willacoochee, GA
#513 Chasity Mullins Jonesborough, TN
#514 Ridge Anderson Forsyth, MO
#515 Patrick Sunderman Farmington, MN
#516 Alison Weisz Belgrade MT
#517 Samantha Migliori Middletown, NY

www.thecmp.org/3P/Forms/EICProgram.pdf
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17 November 2012
CMP Monthly Match
- Anniston, AL & Camp Perry, OH

28 November – 2 December 2012
USAS Open Winter Airgun Match
- Colorado Springs, CO

30 November – 2 December 2012
Gary Anderson Invitational
- Anniston, AL & Camp Perry, OH

8 December 2012
Navy Area 3 Championship
- Camp Perry, OH

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
The Calendar of Events is featured in every issue of On The Mark. If you would like your match or clinic listed, please 
contact the CMP at onthemark@odcmp.com, or call 419-635-2141, Ext.1111.  Please include the name of the event, 
date, whom the event is open to and contact information and web site (if available). The CMP will do its best to accom-
modate each request to be included in the Calendar of Events.

27-29 December 2012
Junior Clinic
- Nebraska

7 January 2013
CMP Postal Registration Ends

11-13 January 2013
Camp Perry Open
- Camp Perry, Oh

12 January 2013
2013 NJROTC Area 8 STS 
Championship
- Anniston, AL

14 January 2013
State Directors Workshop
- Las Vegas, NV

19 January 2013
NJROTC Area 12
- Anniston, AL

28 January
CMP Postal Targets Final Day

26 January 2013
NJROTC Area 12 Championship
- Anniston, AL

2 February 2013
Dixie Challenge
- Anniston, AL

9 February 2013
Ala. NRA Sectional
- Anniston, AL

14-16 February 2013
Army & Air Force JROTC Service
Championship
- Anniston, AL, Camp Perry, OH & West 
(TBA)

21-23 February 2013
Marine Corps & Navy JROTC Service
Championship
- Anniston, AL & West (TBA)

21-23 March 2013 
National JROTC Championship
- Anniston, AL 

April 2013 (TBD)
CMP Postal Regional Championships
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Some injuries or disabilities are invisible to the naked 
eye, but are as real as missing an arm or leg. I have 
been fortunate and proud to say I have met one such 
individual who has had to deal with not one, but two 
limitations most of his life. I call them limitations and 
not disabilities because he works hard every day of his 
life to overcome and surpass these limitations.

Mike Pietrowicz, 34, of Dudley, MA, was first intro-
duced to marksmanship at the age six when he and his 
dad took a ride out in the woods and his dad handed 
him his grandfather’s .22 rifle. It was love at first fire. 
They would shoot for hours at bottles and cans with 
both the .22 and a BB gun. He could not get enough of 
it and would ask his dad when they could go again and 
again. His father enjoyed his time with his son but was 
never really into the sport, but Mike wanted more. He 
wanted to do it right, like a professional.

School to Mike like so many others was not easy 
for him and he had to work harder than most. He 
always had a constant struggle. Due to a very obser-
vant teacher at age 13, Mike was diagnosed with a 
very mild form of Tourette’s syndrome. Tourette’s is 
not a life threatening disability, but can be life altering. 
It can range from mild tics of the facial and shoulder 
muscle groups to having difficulty in focusing on differ-
ent tasks. The effect of Tourette’s varies significantly in 
each case. He spent his four years of high school deal-
ing with not only the normal issue of teen-age chal-
lenges but also this new aspect of his life. Things like 
doctors, medication, depression, weight gain, fatigue 
not to mention school, friends and family, can all add 
stress. Each new day was a new struggle for him.

He and his family moved further out to the country 
where he had lots of farm land and woods to explore 
and hunt right in his own back yard. By age 15 he had 
taken a hunter safety course, got his Massachusetts 
firearms identification card, and bought his first shot-
gun, with the help of his dad of course. He started 
hunting, fishing and camping by himself. He loved the 
outdoors, open space and all that went with it - peace 
and quiet. The outdoors was his haven. His love of the 
shooting sports kept his focus and was very important 
in his life.

At age 16 he got his drivers license and started to 
hang out at the gun store near home after school. He 
bided his time and went back day after day until he had 
earned privileges in the adult only area. Realizing Mike 

In Plain Sight
From Junior to Adult, Massachusetts Shooter Overcomes “Limitations”

By Maureen Trickett, CMP Massachusetts Director

was serious about his interest, he was taken under the 
wings of several patrons. They taught him many facets 
of the shooting sports. The knowledge and experience 
he obtained could never be matched in a book.

The next two years Mike was exposed to Trap, Pis-
tol, Black Powder, Combat Pistol and Silhouette shoot-
ing at 100 yards. He became proficient in all of them 
and could not seem to get enough of it. The more he 
learned, the more wanted.  

Finished now with high school, he was determined 
to take control of his own life on his terms. That meant 
no more medications or doctors, just him. He would 
learn to deal with everything his way, straight on.

In 1997, a friend talked him into shooting a Direc-
tor of Civilian Marksmanship (DCM) match. It was a 
reduced 100-yard course in Hopkinton, MA, with a rack 
grade AR-15 with a 4.5 lb trigger. He was so excited 
after the match, this was the shooting discipline he had 
been looking for - Highpower. He was like a little kid 
again and could not wait to do and learn more.

By the beginning of the next season, he bought 
himself a shooting jacket, scope, trigger modification 
kit, AR-15, etc. and he was more than ready to shoot. 
His first season was shot on all reduced targets and his 
scores slowly crept up by the end of the season from 
a 406 to 440. Practicing off season and throughout the 

Mike Pietrowicz at age 4, piloting his dad’s fishing boat.
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winter, he brought his scores up 
to 470.  He was determined to be 
ready for the next season when it 
began.

Mike was introduced to a Mas-
ter classified shooter at one of the 
matches. To Mike then a 19-year-
old unclassified shooter, his new 
acquaintance was like a god - “oh 
boy a master shooter.” Despite him 
being in awe they began to talk and 
quickly became friends. He brought 
Mike to one of his clubs, the Read-
ing Rifle and Revolver in Reading, 
MA. He told him they had a 600-
yard range. He had never seen a 
600-yard range or heard of Reading 
and was more than eager to go. He 
entered his first 600-yard match at 
Ft. Deven’s the next weekend and 
needed to get zeroes, so it was 
perfect timing.

He could not believe it, the first time he saw the 
range at Reading he immediately knew he needed to 
belong there. He shot a 196 for his first time at 600 
yards, not to sloppy! But he did not realize that there is 
this thing called wind and mirage that he did not figure 
on when he then went to Ft Devin’s the next weekend 
feeling smug about his 196. After about seven misses 
on another person’s target, another shooter came over 
and gave him a short lesson on wind. He shot lousy but 
learned quickly about WIND and its effects.

At the end of his 1998 season, he picked up a couple 
of books on highpower that gave him more insight into 
his performance. One was called Black Magic. He read 
and he dry-fired all winter, determined to excel in his 
next season.

All things were going well, electrical apprenticeship, 
practicing, focusing, perfecting positions and he was 
on the list for membership at the Reading Club. He 
was where he wanted to be and felt good about it and 
himself.

On January 1, 1999 he was at a local range with 
some fellow shooters. They were shooting ‘03 Spring-
fields with lead loads at steel plates at 150 yards.

Mike went to shoot and the next thing he knew he 
was standing there with the stock snapped in half in 
his hands, the receiver was blown to pieces and the 
bolt was 20 feet behind him. He stood there with his 
fellow shooters feeling numb, no pain just numb. He 
noticed fluid coming down his face from his right eye.  

He dropped the stock and waved his hand in front of his 
eye and saw nothing.

Two paramedics who happened to be shooting on 
the next range came running at the sound. They and 
other shooters tried to get Mike to sit down. But all he 
wanted to do was go look in the mirror of his truck; no 
one would tell him if they saw anything in his eye or 
what was going on. He got to the truck and looked and 
saw nothing but red. He couldn’t see out of his eye. 
They finally convinced him to sit while waiting for the 
ambulance. While waiting he asked others to take care 
of his equipment and told them who to call. Even during 
such trauma Mike was in control!

He spent two and a half days in the hospital with 
full removal of his right eye. He was very lucky a piece 
of the receiver the size of a nickel probably deflected 
slightly from his shooting glasses and lodged in his skull 
and not through to his brain. He was 20 years of age.

After being released from the hospital his parents 
took him home to rest. He did that for about five full min-
utes, got up and put on his shooting jacket. He wanted 
to see how confusing it was going to be to now have to 
shoot left-handed. Not wasting any time he laid down 
in the prone position left-handed.  After a few moments 
of trying, he laid there and cried. He got up, put every-
thing away, but he was not giving up. Day by day he got 
down into position and worked building his left-handed 
positions. When it did not work he reversed back to 
right and then tried to mirror the position left. By March 
he was determined and went to the range to practice 

Mike went from a righty to a lefty after the gun accident left him with one eye.



rapid fire and worked more on his position.
Reading put his application process on hold knowing 

he would return someday and would wait until he felt he 
was ready to begin the process again. In April of 1999, 
Mike shot his first 600-yard match as a lefty with an 
AR-15. He shot a 198 with seven X’s! Jokingly, some-
one told him to “give it up and go home.” His place at 
Reading was truly established. He smiled and walked off 
that range with great hope and expectations. His other 
positions that day may not have been so great but who 
cared after that 198. He went back to work to perfect 
his other positions to make them as solid as they once 
were.

In 1999 he went from Marksman to Expert as a lefty. 
Over the 2000 winter he practiced and dry-fired so he 
would come into the season ready, and he did, winning 
his first five matches. By the end of the year he was 
the one being called “Master” and a long range Expert. 
He just missed High Master by one tenth of a point, but 
since nothing came easy to him he was not disturbed - it 
just made him push harder to achieve this next level.

Over the next couple of years he shot but could not 
meet his own expectations and burnt himself out. Real-
izing this he put his rifle down and walked away from 
competition for four years. Over that time he joined the 
State Guard and started his own electrical company.

Then one day in August of 2005 he woke up and 
realized his friends were all out at the National Matches 
in Ohio having a great time and here he was at home 
missing out. Shaking the mothballs out he donned his 
shooting jacket once more and headed to his local 
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range to start working his way back home to his 
shooting friends - his family.  This time he was not 
going to beat himself up if he did not shoot up to ex-
pectations, he was doing it because he loved doing 
it. It was and is the ultimate sport for him! 

Shooting all matches from 2005 to 2008 he was 
in the constant chase for High Master, Presidents 
100 and his Distinguished Badge. In 2008 he real-
ized he had hit a stone wall and needed to do some-
thing to move to the next level. Finally after coming 
in as first leather five times in a row he had won his 
first points toward becoming Distinguished. This 
came with his first six points earned at a leg match 
held at Reading. It was the boost he needed to push 
on. He felt the “monkey was now off his back” giving 
himself the confidence to do more.

In 2009, he won 10 more points at the National 
Matches and a Gold Daniel Boone Medal. Deter-
mined that he had the ability to succeed, he felt he 
needed more help in the mental aspect then physi-
cal. He picked up Lanny Bassham’s CD on Mental 
Management and listened to it over and over again.  
This put it all together for him like a bible for him to 

follow.
Determined in his efforts he went Distinguished in 

2010, High Master in 2011 and the Presidents 100 in 
2012. Mike always felt that his handicaps as they are 
called, acted more of an accelerant, propelling him al-
ways forward not back.  

Now at 34, some 15 years after that first match he 
can look back at his “limitations,” knowing the efforts to 
overcome them was worth every minute. Mike’s day to 
day challenges are minor compared to some, but his at-
titude gave him hope to see his dreams come through. I 
am very proud to call him my friend and I have learned a 
lot about life from him and I hope others can too.

In 1999 he went from a Marksman to an Expert as a lefty. Over the 
winter of 2000 he practiced and dry fired so he would come into 
the season ready. He won his first five matches.



Parting Shots: Photos from Recent  
CMP Events & Competitions

Several junior shooters left their mark on several recent CMP events including the 
National Trophy Rifle & Pistol Matches, National Rimfire Match and the Western CMP Games.

Autumn Davis, of Mogadore, 
OH, enjoys a break in the Junior 
Pistol NTI match at Camp Perry.
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Jacob Guay set 
the new T-Class 
record in Rimfire 
Sporter (598-35X) 
at the Nationals at 
Camp Perry.

Don Duda, 
47, and son 

Donny, 15, of 
Berlin Center, 
OH, attended 

their first SAFS 
rifle school

this year. 
CMP General Manager Christie Sewell congratulates 

Aaron Van Hyning as the high junior in the 2012 
Western Games John C. Garand Match.

CMP volunteers have fun riding the Shooter 
Shuttle as part of the 2012 Oak Harbor Apple 

Festival parade near Camp Perry in mid-October.

A rare glimpse of the
Camp Perry shoreline behind

Petrarca, Rodriguez, Young and 
Viale Ranges from the

Ohio National Guard beach tower.

Not everyone at SAFS Rifle
liked being photographed.
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Emmons holds on to win Bronze...........7 Dow is high junior in President’s Rifle...22

New for 2012!
CMP Postal 3P Air Rifle Championship

For more information and to register, visit

http://www.TheCMP.org/3P/

PostalChampionships.htm

The deadline to register is 7 January 2013.

http://www.thecmp.org/3P/PostalChampionships.htm
http://www.thecmp.org/3P/PostalChampionships.htm

